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Deeper Roots - Lesson 4 –Revelation 4 & 5 – The Throne Room of God   

 

        

Ephesus The Loveless Church                      “Lost their first love”   

Smyrna The Persecuted Church                  “I know your works…poverty, but you are rich!” 

Pergamum The Compromising Church            “You have those who hold to doctrine of Balaam”  

Thyatira The Corrupt Church                     “You tolerate Jezebel to teach and seduce my servants” 

Sardis  The Dead Church                           “You have a name that you are alive, but you are dead” 

Philadelphia  The Faithful Church                      “I know your works…and you have kept my name” 

Laodicea The Lukewarm Church         “I know your works, you are neither cold nor hot” 

In keeping with the divine outline given in Revelation 1:19, God unfolded to John the details of 
the future, “what will take place later.”  

• In the throne-room of Heaven (Chapters 4-5) 
• The stirring events leading up to the second coming of Christ (chaps. 4–18 – Known as the “Great 

Tribulation ”)  
• then the Second Coming of Christ itself (chap. 19);   
• then the aftermath, the millennial kingdom (chap. 20);  
• and finally the New Jerusalem and the new heaven and new earth (chaps. 21–22). 

o The central truth is the second coming of Christ in chapter 19, just as the central 
feature of the four Gospels was the first coming of Christ.  (BKC) 

 

 
“People do not drift toward Holiness. Apart from grace-driven effort, people do not gravitate 
toward godliness, prayer, obedience to Scripture, faith, and delight in the Lord. We drift toward 

compromise and call it tolerance; we drift toward disobedience and call it freedom; we drift toward 
superstition and call it faith. We cherish the indiscipline of lost self-control and call it relaxation; 
we slouch toward prayerlessness and delude ourselves into thinking we have escaped legalism; we 

slide toward godlessness and convince ourselves we have been liberated.”     D.A. Carson 
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Arguments for the Pre-Tribulation Rapture   

 

1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 

For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord 
himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we 
who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 

 The Latin word for “caught up” is rapturo, from which 
comes the term “Rapture.” 
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1)  I believe the Rapture1 of the church (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17; John 14:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52) 
will occur before the beginning of the Great Tribulation (7 year time period). 

2)   Rapture is a term used to represent the supernatural extraction of believers in the Church Age into 
heaven.  This position is called pretribulation  and is distinct from Christ’s Second Coming.   

3)  I hold to this view because the “church” is no longer mentioned after the third chapter in Revelation.    

4)  Additionally, Paul promises believers that Jesus will rescue them from the coming wrath of God (1 
Thessalonians 1:10) and John promises the obedient church in Philadelphia that they will be kept from the 
coming hour of trial that will be upon the whole world (Revelation 3:10, see also Matt. 24:21-22).   

5)  In 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, Paul sees the “day of the Lord” as the seven year Tribulation where the 
beginning of the Tribulation will come suddenly and Christ will rescue his own, while the rest will be 
left for destruction.  I see the Rapture as a deliberate “violent rescue” of the church by Christ.   

6)  During the Rapture, Christ will not actually come down to earth, but believers of the Church Age will 
meet Christ up in the clouds (1 Thessalonians 4:17).  This fact makes the Rapture distinct from Christ’s 
Second Coming.  It will be an unexpected event that will surprise people (1 Thessalonians 5:2), just like 
a thief in the night.   

7)  The Rapture will end the time between the sixty-ninth week and seventieth week of Daniel 9:24-
27.  At the time of the Rapture, believers from the Day of Pentecost to the time of the Rapture (“the 
Church”), both dead in Christ and alive in Christ, will meet Jesus in the air and be simultaneously 
transformed into our glorified resurrected bodies (1 Corinthians 15:20-25; 35-49) that will last for 
eternity.   

 

8)  The rationale for a post-tribulation rapture of the church is hard to establish.  The saints are to reign 
with Christ on the millennial earth.  If all Christians are raptured at the Second Coming of Christ (1 Thess. 
4:15-18), why does every believer come “right back down” with Christ?  Also, the post-tribulation 
rapture does not allow time for the judgment seat of Christ and the marriage of the lamb in heaven.   

                                                           
1 The word Rapture does not appear in the New Testament.  It is taken from the Latin word rapio, which means snatch away 
or carry off.   
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9)  If every believer is raptured at the Second Coming of Christ in glorified bodies (1 Cor. 15:50-53), who 
will populate the millennial kingdom with humans?  “Normal” flesh and blood humans (who are 
Christians) must survive the seven year tribulation and establish the earthly millennial kingdom.  Who is 
the devil going to deceive at the end of the millennial kingdom?   

10)  Relating to number three, the Tribulation is about the plan of God moving back to a distinctively 
Jewish focus (the time of Jacob’s trouble – Jer. 30:4-7). 

11)  If the return of the Lord is imminent and no one knows the time (Phil. 3:20, Col. 3:4, 1 Thess. 1:10, 
Jas. 5:8, Rev. 3:3, Titus 2:13 and Matt. 24:36,42,44), a post-tribulation rapture can be easily 
determined by the Antichrist’s defilement of the temple (add 1,260 days).   

12)  Daniel 9:20-27 describes the seventieth week as a prophecy relating to ethnic Israel.  The “gap” 
between week 69 and week 70 is the “Church Age.”  This is affirmed by the sealing of the 144,000 
witnesses in Revelation 7 that are from Jewish descent and the woman who gives birth to the Messiah 
in Revelation 14 as Israel and reflects a Jewish era from which the church is absent.  

(Some items taken from the New American Commentary – Paige Patterson) 

Revelation 4:1-6a                             The Throne in Heaven 

After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first 
voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will 
show you what must take place after this.” 2 At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a 
throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. 3 And he who sat there had the 
appearance of jasper (clear) and carnelian (red), and around the throne was a rainbow 
that had the appearance of an emerald (green). 4 Around the throne were twenty-four 
thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, 
with golden crowns on their heads. 5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, and 
rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, 
which are the seven spirits of God, 6 and before the throne there was as it were a sea of 
glass, like crystal. 

       

In these next four chapters, John receives a heavenly vision of God on his throne and of the slain 
Lamb, whose triumph qualifies him to open a scroll and execute God’s future purposes for history, the 
destruction of all his foes, and the vindication of those who trust in him. As the Lamb opens the scroll’s 
seals, John sees images of God’s instruments of judgment and of the saints who will receive salvation. 
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• 4:1–5:14…These visions, portraying events to take place after the first-century churches’ 
struggles, begin with a door standing open in heaven, leading to a vision of God on his throne 
receiving ceaseless worship, and of the Lamb, who receives from him a mysterious sealed scroll. 

• 4:1–2 the first voice … like a trumpet. The Son of Man summons John through the door into 
heaven, and in the Spirit , the prophet sees a throne, with one seated on it, “the Lord God 
Almighty,” adored by his heavenly attendants as “our Lord and God” (Isa. 6:1–5; Ezek. 1:26–28). 

• 4:3 Imitating Isaiah’s and Ezekiel’s reserve in describing visions of God’s glory (Isa. 6:1–6; Ezek. 
1:26–28), John suggests luminous colors—jasper, carnelian, rainbow, emerald—but avoids 
precise description of the Almighty’s visible features, perhaps because he knew no language to 
describe what he saw. The jewels of this book are not meant to be interpreted individually but 
together signify the splendor and majesty of God. 

• 4:4 On twenty-four thrones sat twenty-four elders. Their number may reflect the orders of 
priests serving in the OT temple (1 Chron. 24:7–19) but more likely they symbolize the unity of 
God’s people, encompassing OT Israel (led by the heads of the 12 tribes) and the NT church (led 
by the 12 apostles), like the new Jerusalem’s 12 gates and 12 foundations (Rev. 21:12, 14). 

o Their thrones resemble those of God’s heavenly court in Dan. 7:9–10 (Rev. 20:4). Some 
interpreters believe that these elders are angels, and that therefore they do not include 
themselves among the redeemed in 5:8–10. 

• 4:5 Lightning , rumblings, and thunder display the terrifying splendor of God’s glory, as at 
Mount Sinai (Ex. 19:16).  

• 4:6–8 The sea of glass appears in prophetic visions of God’s throne room (Ex. 24:10; Ezek. 1:22, 26; 
Rev. 15:2). It is the “floor” of heaven and the “ceiling” of the created universe, and its transparent 
tranquility shows heaven’s peace in contrast to earthly turmoil.  (ESV) 

Revelation 4:6b-11           The Four Beasts  

And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of 
eyes in front and behind: 7 the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature 
like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature 
like an eagle in flight. 8 And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full 
of eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease to say,  “Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!”    9 And whenever the 
living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who 
lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the 
throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the 
throne, saying,  11 “ Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and 
power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.” 
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• 4:6-8  Four living creatures exhibit features of cherubim (full of eyes; lion; ox; man; eagle) and 
seraphim (six wings; “Holy, holy, holy”) glimpsed by previous prophets (Isa. 6:2–3; Ezek. 1:10, 18).  

o Variation and blending of such features is a reminder that in prophetic visions, images 
symbolize mysterious unseen realities.  

o These close attendants represent and yet transcend the whole of the created order on earth 
and in heaven as they ceaselessly praise God for his intrinsic attributes: infinite holiness 
and power, and eternal life. 

o When the Lamb breaks the scroll’s seals, these living creatures will summon four 
horsemen to bring judgment (6:1–8).  (ESV) 

Many interpretations have been given of the four living creatures. As the Holy Spirit was seen 
symbolically in the seven lamps, probably the four living creatures symbolically represent the attributes of 
God including His omniscience and omnipresence (indicated by the creatures being full of eyes)—with 
the four animals bringing out other attributes of God: the lion indicating majesty and omnipotence; the ox, 
typical of faithful labor and patience; man, indicating intelligence; and the eagle, the greatest bird, 
representing supreme sovereignty, (or possibly swiftness of service) 

  Another possible view is that they represent Christ as revealed in the four Gospels: in Matthew, the 
lion of the tribe of Judah; in Mark, the ox as the servant of Yahweh; in Luke, the incarnate human 
Jesus; and in John, the eagle as the divine Son of God. Another alternative is that the four living 
creatures are angels (cf. Isa. 6:2–3), who extol the attributes of God.  (BKC) 
• 4:9–11 The chorus of four living creatures swells as the twenty-four elders fall down and cast 

their crowns before the throne, offering worship and expressing submission to God’s authority. 
The elders extol God as worthy  of threefold tribute (glory, honor, power) because he exerts his 
sovereign will  in creating and sustaining all things.  (ESV) 
 

Revelation 5:1-5                            The Scroll and the Lamb 

Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written 
within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming 
with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3 And no one in 
heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, 4 and I 
began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into 
it. 5 And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven 
seals.” 
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• A scroll written within and on the back is like the scroll given to Ezekiel (Ezek. 2:9–3:3) but is 
atypical of most ancient manuscripts, since the irregular texture of the reverse side of either vellum 
(leather) or papyrus made them hard to inscribe. Such a doubly inscribed scroll would resemble a 
Roman will or contract deed, with the contents written in detail inside and summarized briefly 
outside, then sealed with seven seals. The scroll John sees could symbolize a will that is to be 
opened and its contents executed; or it could symbolize God’s covenant with mankind, with the 
covenant curses that will be poured out due to mankind’s breaking of the contract.  

• The scroll awaited one worthy to open the scroll and break its seals, and no servant of God 
introduced so far—neither elders nor living creatures nor anyone else in heaven, on earth, or 
under the earth—had sufficient authority to unveil and implement God’s secret agenda. Sensing 
that the church’s hope stood in jeopardy, John began to weep loudly. 

o The apparent absence of one worthy to open the scroll was a dramatic interlude calculated 
to impress on John and his hearers the unique dignity of the scroll’s recipient—the 
Lamb—who is now introduced. 

• The Lion of the tribe of Judah echoes Jacob’s blessing on Judah, conferring leadership over his 
brothers (Gen. 49:8–12). In the OT, the Messiah was the branch to spring from Jesse’s root to 
restore David’s dynasty (Isa. 11:1, 10). But now he is also called the Root of David, because Jesus 
is not only the royal descendant (Rev. 22:16) but also the source of David’s rule. 

o Mark 12:35-37  And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that 
the Christ is the son of David? 36 David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared, “‘The Lord 
said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet.”’  37 David 
himself calls him Lord. So how is he his son?”  (Quoting Ps. 110:1-4) 

o The Lion is worthy to open the scroll because he has conquered. The OT promise of a 
conquering Lion is fulfilled in the NT reality of one who is also the slain Lamb.  (ESV) 

Revelation 5:6-10   The Lamb that was Slain is Worthy 

6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb 
standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are 
the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 And he went and took the scroll from 
the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8 And when he had taken the scroll, 
the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each 
holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And 
they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for 
you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and 
language and people and nation, 10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our 
God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 

 

1 



165 
 

• The conquering Lion now appears as a Lamb standing, as … slain—as “the living one” who died 
and rose again, “alive forevermore” (1:18). The Lord’s servant was led like a lamb to slaughter, 
bearing the iniquity of others and achieving their healing (Isa. 53:4–7; John 1:29; 1 Pet. 1:19).  

o The Lamb’s seven horns symbolize great power (Ps. 18:2; Dan. 7:24; Zech. 1:18–21). His 
seven eyes, identified with God’s “seven spirits” (cf. note on Rev. 1:4–6; also Zech. 4:10), 
show that the Lamb’s knowledge extends through all the earth. 

• When the Lamb receives the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders, who 
had praised God for his perfection and his creation, now sing a new song that celebrates the 
Lamb’s redemption. As they had previously fallen before God’s throne (4:10), now they prostrate 
themselves in worship before the Lamb, an affirmation of his deity.  

o Incense symbolizes the prayers of the saints and shows that their pleas for relief are 
heard and will be answered in God’s providential judgments (8:3–5). 

• Paradoxically, the Lion’s victory is his being slain as the Lamb, ransoming a multiethnic 
multitude (7:9) by his blood (1:5–6).  

o Likewise, his martyrs’ faithfulness even to death is their victory (12:11). 
• kingdom and priests.  

o 1 Pet. 2:9.  
� But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

• reign on the earth. The earth will not always be tyrannized by Satan and destroyed by his 
followers (Rev. 11:18; 12:12; 13:8). The first heaven and earth, stained by the curse through 
human sin, will be replaced by a new (or fully renewed) heaven and earth (21:1, 4) in which 
Christ’s saints will reign in righteousness (2 Pet. 3:13).  (ESV)   

Revelation 5:11-14                        Continued Worship of the Lamb 

11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the 
voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 

saying with a loud voice,  

“ Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!” 

13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, 
and all that is in them, saying,  

“ To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 

14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

 
• The choir expands to include myriads of myriads (hundreds of millions) and thousands of 

thousands of angels, who acclaim the Lamb worthy of sevenfold tribute (power, wealth, 

2 

3 
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wisdom, might, honor, glory, blessing). The worship of the Lamb in this chapter testifies to his 
deity. 

• Finally, every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea (Ps. 146:6) 
offers a fourfold doxology (blessing, honor, glory, might) to God and to the Lamb.  

o Eventually, every knee “in heaven, on earth, and under the earth” will bow and “every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:11).  (ESV) 
 

 
                                                                                                                     Rev. 19 
                                                                                                                Second Coming                  Rev. 21-22 
                                                                                                                 of Jesus Christ                 New Heavens 
                                                                                                                                                           and New Earth 
 
                                                               Antichrist betrays Israel and sets 
 Exalted Christ                                                     up world rule 
 
  
      
 
                                          Rapture                        7 year Tribulation            1,000 year Millennial  
                                     of the Church                                                              Reign of Jesus on Earth 
                                                                                                                                           Rev. 20 
Rev. 1     Rev. 2-3     Rev. 4-5     Rev. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 

 
 

 
 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 

For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the 
Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will 
rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 

John 14:1-3 

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also 

1 Thessalonians 1:10 

…and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to 
come. 

 The Latin word for “caught up” is rapturo, from which 
comes the term “Rapture.” 

Eternity 

“Church” in 
Heaven  

  

Messages to 
the 7 

Churches 
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Revelation 3:10 

Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on 
the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth. 11 I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no 
one may seize your crown. 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you. 2 For 
you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are 
saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4 But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you 
like a thief. 5 For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 6 So 
then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and 
those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but 
to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we 
might live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 

Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be 
changed. 

Daniel 9:24-27 

“Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to put an end to sin, 
and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a most 
holy place. 25 Know therefore and understand that from the going out of the word to restore and build Jerusalem to 
the coming of an anointed one, a prince, there shall be seven weeks. Then for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again 
with squares and moat, but in a troubled time. 26 And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and 
shall have nothing. And the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end 
shall come with a flood, and to the end there shall be war. Desolations are decreed. 27 And he shall make a strong 
covenant with many for one week, and for half of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the 
wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.” 

Jeremiah 30:4-7 

Alas! That day is so great there is none like it; it is a time of distress for Jacob; yet he shall be saved out of it. 

 
Thanks to the Ryrie Study Bible, The MacArthur Study Bible – (MSB), The ESV Study Bible– most of the notes in this lesson 
are from this commentary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary – John Walvoord – Dallas Theological – (BKC), Brent Slater – 
pastor – Highland Park Baptist Church (Slater), The New American Commentary – Paige Patterson (NAC), and Thru the Bible 
with J. Vernon McGee.  

 


