
168 
 

Deeper Roots – Lesson 5 - Revelation 6 – The Seal Judgments  

 

The Book of Revelation (“apokalupis” – unveil) is important because it is the last inspired book of the Bible to 
be written and is rightly positioned as the New Testament’s final book. As the New Testament opens with the four 
Gospels relating to the first coming of Christ, so the Book of Revelation closes the New Testament with the 
general theme of the second coming of Christ. The Book of Revelation is also the climax of many lines of 
revelation running through both Testaments, and it brings to conclusion the revelation of many prophecies yet to be 
fulfilled.  (BKC) 

Revelation 1:20                                    Vision of the Son of Man  
 20 As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden 

lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven 
churches. 

                                

Ephesus The Loveless Church                      “Lost their first love”   
Smyrna The Persecuted Church                “I know your works…poverty, but you are rich!” 
Pergamum The Compromising Church            “You have those who hold to doctrine of Balaam” 
Thyatira The Corrupt Church                     “You allow Jezebel to teach and seduce my servants” 
Sardis  The Dead Church                           “You have a name that you are alive, but you are dead” 
Philadelphia  The Faithful Church                      “I know your works…and you have kept my name” 
Laodicea The Lukewarm Church         “I know your works, you are neither cold nor hot” 

Revelation 4:1-6a                             The Throne in Heaven 

    After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard 
speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after 
this.” 2 At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne.  

       

“To the one 
who conquers” 
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Revelation 4:6b-11     The Four Creatures 

And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front 
and behind: 7 the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living 
creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight. 8 And the four living 
creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they 
never cease to say,  “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!”     

        

Revelation 5:1-5                            The Scroll and the Lamb 

Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on 
the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is 
worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was 
able to open the scroll or to look into it, 4 and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to 
open the scroll or to look into it. 5 And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 

Revelation 5:6-14                        The Lamb that was Slain is Worthy 

6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as 
though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent 
out into all the earth. 7 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the 
throne. 8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 
before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 
saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying,  “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for 
you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and 
people and nation, 10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on 
the earth.”  11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the 
voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud 
voice,   “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and 
honor and glory and blessing!” 13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 14 And the four living creatures said, 
“Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.   

 

 

   

 

Christ, portrayed as God, is the conquering Lamb who 
controls the future events of Revelation for His 

redemptive and judicial purposes.  

1

2

3
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• Per the NAC, with this incredible scene, John and the reader have been prepared so that they will not 
be totally overwhelmed by the nature of what is about to happen on the earth.  Earthly catastrophe 
of the magnitude of that which follows and human suffering in general are made palatable by an 
adequate understanding of the person and purposes of God and the perfect will and worship of 
God as practiced in heaven.  John and the reader have now experienced and seen what they need 
to know as they face the information that will now be given concerning the tribulation of the 
earth. 
 

 

Daniel 9:26-27              “The 70th Week Prophecy of Daniel 
       And the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the 
sanctuary. Its end shall come with a flood, and to the end there shall be war. 
Desolations are decreed. 27 And he shall make a strong covenant with many for 
one week, and for half of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and 
offering. And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, 
until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.”  

 

 

    

    The 70th Week of Daniel – The Seven Year Tribulation  

Jeremiah 30:1-7                      Restoration for Israel and Judah   (Jacob’s Trouble)   (597 B.C.) 

      The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Write in a 
book all the words that I have spoken to you. 3 For behold, days are coming, declares the LORD, when I 
will restore the fortunes of my people, Israel and Judah, says the LORD, and I will bring them back to 
the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall take possession of it.” 4 These are the words that the 
LORD spoke concerning Israel and Judah:  5 “Thus says the LORD: We have heard a cry of panic, of 
terror, and no peace. 6 Ask now, and see, can a man bear a child? Why then do I see every man with his 
hands on his stomach like a woman in labor? Why has every face turned pale? 7 Alas! That day is so 
great there is none like it; it is a time of distress for Jacob; yet he shall be saved out of it.                           

                                                The Seven Year Tribulation of Revelation 

                                                                          Midpoint (3 ½ years) 

 

Sequential? 

Overview? 

3 ½ year midpoint of the Tribulation  
Rapture of 
the Church 

2nd Coming of 
Jesus 

The Seven Seal Judgments? 

The Seven Seal Judgments?   With Numbers 5, 6 and 7 in 2nd half? 

The Seven Trumpet 
Judgments  

2nd Coming of 
Jesus Christ 

Rapture of the 
Church  

  

Seven Bowl 
Judgments 

Chapter 
6 
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Revelation 6:1-2  The First Seal – Rider on a Horse   (Antichrist) White 

 Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of 
the four living creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” 2 And I looked, and 
behold, a ! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he white horse
came out conquering, and to conquer. 

 

Many understand this to mark the beginning of the 
Great Tribulation.  This rider, armed with a bow 

(like the Parthians, a frequent enemy on the Roman 
Empire’s eastern border), probably symbolizes 

political and military leaders’ destabilizing quest 
to expand their realms, leading to war (red horse), 
famine (black horse), and epidemic disease (pale 
horse). Others think this rider on the white horse 

represents the Antichrist.   (ESV) 
 
 

A better interpretation, per the BKC, is that the conqueror mentioned here is the future world ruler, 
sometimes referred to as Antichrist though Revelation does not use this term. He is probably the 
same person as the ruler of the people mentioned in Daniel 9:26. This ruler has a bow without an arrow, 
indicating that the world government which he establishes is accomplished without warfare. The future 
world government begins with a time of peace but is soon followed by destruction (1 Thes. 5:3). In 
general, the seals, trumpets, and bowls of divine wrath signal the terrible judgments of God on the world 
at the end of the Age, climaxing in the second coming of Christ.  (BKC)  

Revelation 6:3-4                        The Second Seal – Rider on a Red Horse    (War and bloodshed) 

3 When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” 4 And 
out came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, 
so that people should slay one another, and he was given a great sword. 

 

     The next horse was red, the color of blood. Its 
rider was given a great sword, symbolizing 
permission to take peace from the earth, with the 
result that warring armies slay each other. The 
pursuit of conquest brings bloodshed. Futurists see 
this as representing the spread of war over the 
earth in the middle of the great tribulation.  (ESV) 

With the breaking of the second seal a red horse appeared with a rider  empowered to take peace 
from the earth (cf. “the red dragon,” 12:3; the “scarlet beast,” 17:3). In contrast with the first rider who 
has a bow without an arrow this second rider carried a large sword.  This again was a picture of political 
power with the rider as the world ruler.   (BKC) 
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Revelation 6:5-6                  The Third Seal – Rider on a Black Horse      (Famine) 

5 When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” And I 
looked, and behold, a black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I 
heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A quart 
of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the 
oil and wine!” 

 

      Per MacArthur, “black” signifies famine (see Lam. 
5:8-12).  World-wide war will destroy the food supply 
which spawns global hunger.  The common 
measuring device was a pair of scales – two small 
trays hung from each end of a balancing beam.  This 
indicates the scarcity of food will lead to rationing 
and food lines.   

“A day’s wages” refers to a silver coin, the Roman denarius, worth about 15 cents, which was the 
normal wage for a worker for an entire day. So this passage is saying that in that food shortage an entire 
day’s work would be required to buy either a quart of wheat or three quarts of barley. If one bought 
wheat, it would be enough for one good meal; if he bought barley, it would be enough for three good 
meals but nothing would be left for buying oil or wine. Famine is the inevitable aftermath of war. This 
will be a major cause of death in the Great Tribulation.  (BKC) 

Per the NAC, vineyards and olive orchards tended to belong to wealthier people, while the wheat 
and barley fields would be more common throughout the land.  Accordingly, the passage suggests that the 
lifestyles of the wealthier people of the earth are less affected by the earlier judgments of the 
tribulation.   

Revelation 6:7-8              The Fourth Seal – Death Rider on a Pale Horse      (Death) 

7 When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, 
“Come!” 8 And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider's name was Death, and 
Hades followed him. And they were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill  with 
sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth.  (Ezekiel 14:21) 

 

     Per MacArthur, “pale,” the Greek word from which the 
English word “chlorophyll” comes, describes the pale, ashen-
green characteristic of a decomposed corpse. God grants this 
horseman the authority to bring death to 25% of the world’s 
population.  Hades is the place of the dead which is identified as 
a common and fitting partner for death.   

The command for each of the four destructive horses and riders originates from the throne room, where 
Christ opens each seal.  The “4 creatures” around the throne issue commands to the horseman in response 

to the opening of each seal.  Only then do the horsemen wreak their havoc.    (Beale) 
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A pale horse was introduced when the fourth seal was opened. “Pale” is literally a 
pale green (cf. the same word used of vegetation in Mark 6:39; Rev. 8:7; 9:4). John stated that the 
rider’s name was Death and that hades was following close behind him. Here is the 
aftermath of war, famine, and death. With war and famine people fall prey to a plague and 
the wild beasts of the earth. The startling fact is revealed that a fourth of the earth will be 
killed by these means. It should be obvious that this is not a trivial judgment but a major 
factor in the Great Tribulation, thus supporting the conclusion that the Great Tribulation 
has begun. The first four seals may be considered as a unit and a general description of the 
Great Tribulation as an unprecedented time of trouble (cf. Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21–22).  (BKC) 

Revelation 6:9-11                                The Fifth Seal – Christian Martyrs  

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 
slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. 10 They cried out with a loud 
voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our 
blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 11 Then they were each given a white robe and 
told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers 
should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been. 

 

         The fifth seal reveals the Lamb’s rationale for releasing 
combatants to devastate the earth. Under the altar in heaven, where 
sacrificial blood would pool, John sees the souls of believers who 
were slain for bearing witness about Jesus. Their lament, how long 
…? echoes that of the psalmists (Ps. 13:1; 89:46). The surprising 
answer is that the Lamb will restrain his wrath against his witnesses’ 
assailants until the last martyr has been slain. Until then, the souls of 
deceased saints will rest a little longer in the white robe of victory 
and purity. The rest of the book shows how the Lord answers their 
prayers to avenge their deaths, with the very ones who had put them 
to death.  (ESV) 

• With the opening of the fifth seal John had another revelation of heaven itself and his attention 
was directed to souls pictured as under the altar and identified as those who had been slain 
because of the Word of God and the testimony they had maintained. (For “under the altar,” 
see Ex. 29:12; Lev. 4:7.) These are obviously martyrs, mentioned in more detail in Revelation 7. 
This makes it clear that souls will be saved in the Great Tribulation, but many of them will be 
martyred .  This passage shows that the time period is the Great Tribulation, but not its end.  
(BKC) 

• Beale describes the possibility of the altar as the brazen altar of sacrifice, but believes the altar is 
the golden altar of incense, where Day of Atonement blood was poured and incense burned.  

 

 

 

  .  

Incense Altar 

Church Father Tertullian (A.D. 155 - 240)   “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.”  
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Revelation 6:12-17                  The Sixth Seal – Geographic Disturbances  

12 When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and 
the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, 13 and the stars of 
the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. 14 The 
sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island was 
removed from its place. 15 Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals 
and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves 
and among the rocks of the mountains, 16 calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us 
and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb, 17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”   

 

 

             The sixth seal shows a preview of the coming 
destruction of the first heaven and earth (20:11; 21:1) 
at the full display of the wrath of the Lamb. An 
earthquake previously announced the terrifying arrival of 
the Lord in his glory (Ex. 19:18; Ps. 97:5; Ezek. 38:19–
20), but his final coming will shake both earth and heaven 
(Hag. 2:6; Heb. 12:26–27).  (ESV) 

• Six parts of the universe are described:  1)  earth,  2)  sun,  3)  moon,  4)  stars,  5)  heaven,  6)  and 
“every mountain and island.”  Six groups of people to be judged are described:  1)  kings,  2)  
great ones,  3)  generals,  4)  the rich,  5)  the powerful, and  6)  slave and free. 

• The luminaries that have marked earth’s times since creation (Gen. 1:14) will be removed. All of 
this communicates the truth that the end has arrived. Rebellious humanity—from kings and the 
rich and the powerful to everyone, slave and free—will seek cover from God and the Lamb, 
begging mountains and rocks, Fall on us and hide us (cf. Isa. 2:20–21; Hos. 10:8). Their 
desperate question, “Who can stand in the face of God and the Lamb?” (Nah. 1:5–6; Mal. 3:2), 
assumes that none can. Yet John is about to see those who stand by grace (Rev. 7:1–17).  (ESV) 

• Per the BKC, as the sixth seal opened, John recorded that a great earthquake occurred. More 
dramatic than the earthquake was the transformation of the heavens with the sun turning black, 
the moon turning blood red, and stars falling like late figs from a fig tree. The heavens appeared 
like a scroll being rolled up. At the same time, due to the earthquake, all the mountains and 
islands were moved from their places. Here again in the sequence of events, the end had not been 
reached as there was still another seal. But this was the most dramatic judgment thus far in this 
time of great distress before the 2nd Coming. (different view than mine) 

o 6:15–17. The practical effect of the judgment was fear in unbelievers from all walks of 
life. They called on the mountains and the rocks to fall on them and to hide them from 
God’s wrath . Their fear was so great they would rather be killed by a falling mountain 
than to face the wrath of the Lamb. Again this is not a picture of ordinary trouble but the 
period of greatest distress in world history. (BKC) 

• Per Beale, Rev. 6:12-17 could describe the end-time calamity.  The portrayal in vv. 15-17 is not 
only of all people of the earth hiding; as they see the beginning signs of cosmic disruption 
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signaling divine judgement, they also ask that the mountains and rocks fall on them.  They hide, 
not to continue to live, but to die away from God’s presence and judgment.  Therefore, the 
scene is most likely contemporaneous with what is portrayed in vv. 12-14 and is a depiction of the 
final judgment.   

• Per Baker, in verse 11, the saints are told to “wait” until the “full number” of their fellow martyrs 
has been “completed.”  So the vindication occurs as that final event ushering in the end of history.   

o The sevenfold list of people groups in 6:15 is quite similar to the list of those in Rev. 
19:18, whose flesh the birds are invited to eat after the battle of Armageddon.  

o Rev. 19:17-18 
� Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds 

that fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, 18 to eat the flesh of 
kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, 
and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great.” 

The contents of chapter 6 should put to rest the false teachings that God, being a God of love, 
could not judge a wicked world.   It also raises the important question contained in the closing words of 
verse 17: Who can stand? Only those who have availed themselves of the grace of God before the 
time of judgment will be able to stand when God deals with the earth in this final period of great distress. 
Those who will be saved in the Great Tribulation are described in the next chapter. (BKC) 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 

       Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written 
to you. 2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 

While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as 
labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 

Romans 2:1-5 

          Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on 
another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. 2 We know that the 
judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. 3 Do you suppose, O man—you who 
judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of 
God? 4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that 
God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you 
are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.  

 

 

 

 

      

Thanks to the Ryrie Study Bible, MacArthur Study Bible – (MSB), The ESV Study Bible, The Bible Knowledge Commentary – John Walvoord – Dallas 
Theological – (BKC), Brent Slater – pastor – Highland Park Baptist Church (Slater), The New American Commentary – Paige Patterson (NAC), Thru the 
Bible with J. Vernon McGee, Baker Exegetical Commentary on Revelation – Grant Osbourne – Trinity Evangelical Divinity School – NT Professor 
(Baker/Osbourne), Has the Church Replaced Israel? – Michael Vlach (Vlach), Don Guthrie “The Lamb in the Structure of the Book of Revelation,” Vox 
Evangelica 12, (1981), Teacher’s Bible Commentary – Coble (Teacher’s), Revelation - Holman – Easley (Easley), The New International Greek Testament 
Commentary – The Book of Revelation – G. K. Beale – professor of NT and Biblical Theology at Westminster Theological Seminary – (Beale) 

The Holiness of God demands His judgment of sin and evil.  The Compassion and Love of 
God demands His gradual implementation of His judgment.  God wants all sinners to come 

to repentance (1 Tim. 2:4).  The only people left at the end of the Tribulation will be 
“believers” and “unbelievers” who have a “heart of stone.” 
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                                                                                                                     Rev. 19 
                                                                                                                Second Coming                  Rev. 21-22 
                                                                                                                 of Jesus Christ                 New Heavens 
                                                                                                                                                           and New Earth 
 
                                                               Anti-Christ betrays Israel and sets 
   Glory of Christ                                                     up world rule 
 
  
      
 
                                          Rapture                        7 year Tribulation            1,000 year Millennial  
                                     of the Church                                                              Reign of Jesus on Earth 
                                                                                                                                           Rev. 20 
Rev. 1     Rev. 2-3     Rev. 4-5     Rev. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 

 

Isaiah 13:10-13  
      Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, to make the land a desolation and to 
destroy its sinners from it.  10 For the stars of the heavens and their constellations will not give their light; the 
sun will be dark at its rising, and the moon will not shed its light.  11 I will punish the world for its evil, and the 
wicked for their iniquity; I will put an end to the pomp of the arrogant, and lay low the pompous pride of the 
ruthless. 12 I will make people more rare than fine gold, and mankind than the gold of Ophir.  13 Therefore I will 
make the heavens tremble, and the earth will be shaken out of its place, at the wrath of the LORD of hosts in the 
day of his fierce anger. 

Isaiah 24:1-6 

Behold, the LORD will empty the earth and make it desolate, and he will twist its surface and scatter its 
inhabitants. 2 And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest; as with the slave, so with his master; as with 
the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as 
with the creditor, so with the debtor.  3 The earth shall be utterly empty and utterly plundered; for the LORD has 
spoken this word.  4 The earth mourns and withers; the world languishes and withers; the highest people of the 
earth languish.  5 The earth lies defiled under its inhabitants; for they have transgressed the laws, violated the 
statutes, broken the everlasting covenant.  6 Therefore a curse devours the earth, and its inhabitants suffer for 
their guilt; therefore the inhabitants of the earth are scorched, and few men are left. 

 

Muslim Shrine – “Dome of the Rock” – Some Muslims believe the foundation stone is where 
Muhammad ascended to heaven.  Some Jews believe this is where Abraham prepared to sacrifice Isaac. 

 

Eternity 

“Church” in Heaven 
and Throne Room 

of God  

  

Messages to 
the 7 

Churches 

Today 
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Isaiah 24:19-23 

      The earth is utterly broken, the earth is split apart, the earth is violently shaken.  20 The earth staggers like a 
drunken man; it sways like a hut; its transgression lies heavy upon it, and it falls, and will not rise again.  21 On that 
day the LORD will punish the host of heaven, in heaven, and the kings of the earth, on the earth.  22 They will be 
gathered together as prisoners in a pit; they will be shut up in a prison, and after many days they will be punished.  
23 Then the moon will be confounded and the sun ashamed, for the LORD of hosts reigns on Mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem, and his glory will be before his elders. 

 

Isaiah 34:1-4 

       Draw near, O nations, to hear, and give attention, O people!  Let the earth hear, and all that fills it; the world, 
and all that comes from it. 2 For the LORD is enraged against all the nations, and furious against all their host; he 
has devoted them to destruction, has given them over for slaughter.  3 Their slain shall be cast out, and the stench 
of their corpses shall rise; the mountains shall flow with their blood. 4 All the host of heaven shall rot away, and 
the skies roll up like a scroll.  All their host shall fall, as leaves fall from the vine, like leaves falling from the fig tree. 
 

Joel 2:10, 28-31   (see Acts 2:17-21;  Joel 3:15-16)  

       The earth quakes before them; the heavens tremble.  The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars 
withdraw their shining. 

     28 “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.  29 Even on the male and 
female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit.  
      30 “And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. 31 The sun 
shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 32 And 
it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the LORD has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom 
the LORD calls. 
 

Habakkuk 3:11-13 
 11 The sun and moon stood still in their place at the light of your arrows as they sped, at the flash of your 
glittering spear.  12 You marched through the earth in fury; you threshed the nations in anger.  13 You went out for 
the salvation of your people, for the salvation of your anointed.  You crushed the head of the house of the wicked, 
laying him bare from thigh to neck. 
Matthew 24:29-31    (see Mark 13:24-26) 
  29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give 
its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then will appear in 
heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of 
Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he will send out his angels with a loud 
trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
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Questions from the Tables… 

 

1. Will there be an opportunity for non-Jews (Gentiles) to be saved 
during the Tribulation?   Yes!  Both Jews and Gentiles will be saved 
during the Tribulation.  I believe it will be an unprecedented time of 
successful evangelism.  Just because I mentioned that the Tribulation has 
a “Jewish” focus, it does not mean that non-Jews won’t be saved.  
Millions will come to Christ during the Tribulation – Jews and Gentiles! 

 

2.  Can people be saved during the Millennium?  Yes!  The people who 
initially enter the Millennium will all be “human” Christians (non- 
glorified body).  People will marry and procreate.  Children will be born 
with a sin nature.  These children will need to make a decision for Christ.  
Most will express faith in Christ and become Christians.  Others will 
reject Christ as their Savior.  At the end of the Millennium, some people 
will not believe and will be deceived by Satan.  We will study this when 
we get to Revelation 20.   

 

3. Are the seven churches of Revelation prophetic as well as 
descriptive?    It depends.  I do not believe that these seven churches are 
prophetic.  Other sincere believers would teach that these seven churches 
describe future “time periods” of the church.  A chart below explains a 
version of this interpretation.  I feel this interpretation is a “reach” and 
tries to cram church history/events into Revelation.  A more practical 
interpretation views these churches as descriptive.   These churches re-
present all ages and challenge each of us in our commitment to Christ.  

 

                                       

Table Questions: 

1. Why doesn’t God just end the world with “one big judgment?”  It seems that God is “dragging 
out” His judgments.  That seems cruel.  Why is God “extending out” all of these judgments?  
Based upon your answer, what does that tell us about God? 

2. Why does God allow Christians to be martyred?  Christians are being executed for their faith 
today.  Would you be afraid of losing your life because of your faith in Christ?  Why? 

3. What did you learn today?      4.  Are there any questions you may have? 


