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Deeper Roots - Lesson 6 – Revelation 7 – 144,000 Witnesses 

 

The Book of Revelation (“apokalupis” – unveil) is important because it is the last inspired book of the Bible to be 
written and is rightly positioned as the New Testament’s final book. As the New Testament opens with the four Gospels 
relating to the first coming of Christ, so the Book of Revelation closes the New Testament with the general theme of the 
second coming of Christ. The Book of Revelation is also the climax of many lines of revelation running through both 
Testaments, and it brings to conclusion the revelation of many prophecies yet to be fulfilled.  (BKC) 
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Revelation 6:1-17                           The Seven Seals Judgments 

 

 

Revelation 6:1-2                1st Seal – The Antichrist 

Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the 
four living creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” 2 And I looked, and behold, a 

! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he came out white horse
conquering, and to conquer. 
 

 

 

Revelation 6:3-4                      2nd Seal – War  

3 When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” 4 And 
out came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, 
so that people should slay one another, and he was given a great sword.   

 

 

 

Revelation 6:5-6                    3rd Seal - Famine 

5 When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” And I 
looked, and behold, a black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I 
heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A quart 
of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the 
oil and wine!” 

 

 

Revelation 6:7-8                      4th Seal - Death 

7 When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, 
“Come!” 8 And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider's name was Death, and 
Hades followed him. And they were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill  with 
sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth. 

 

 

Revelation 6:9-11                    5th Seal - Martyrs 

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain 
for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. 10 They cried out with a loud voice, 
“O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood 
on those who dwell on the earth?” 11 Then they were each given a white robe and told to 
rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be 
complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been. 

 

War and bloodshed 

Famine  

Death 

Christian Martyrs 

Antichrist  



181 
 

 

 

Revelation 6:12-17           6th Seal – Earthly and Heavenly Catastrophes 

12 When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, 
and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, 13 and the 
stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a 
gale. 14 The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and 
island was removed from its place. 15 Then the kings of the earth and the great ones 
and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid 
themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, 16 calling to the 
mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, 17 for the great day of their wrath has 
come, and who can stand?”  

 
The contents of chapter 6 should put to rest the false teachings that God, being a God of love, could 

not judge a wicked world.  
 
It also raises the important question contained in the closing words of verse 17: Who can stand? Only 

those who have availed themselves of the grace of God before the time of judgment will be able to stand 
when God deals with the earth in this final period of great distress. Those who will be saved in the Great 
Tribulation are described in the next chapter. (BKC) 

 
Per MacArthur, chapter seven forms a parenthetical section between the sixth (6:12-17) and seventh (8:1) 

seals to answer that question, introducing two groups who will survive the fury of divine judgement.  The 
first, those described in verses 1-8, are the Jewish evangelists who will be preserved on earth.  They will 
survive the holocaust of divine wrath unleashed by the seal, trumpet and bowl judgments.  God will also protect 
them from murderous efforts of the Antichrist and his henchmen to wipe out believers in the true God…and 
will enter the millennial kingdom alive.  The second group to escape divine fury (7:9-17) are those who will 
be martyred and thereby ushered into the blissful rest of heaven.  The Holy Spirit provided this chapter as 
an interlude for the reader to catch their breath.  It is also a reminder that in the midst of His wrath, God will 
remember mercy (Habakkuk 3:2). 

 
 Habakkuk 3:2 
  O LORD, I have heard the report of you, and your work, O LORD, do I fear. In the 

midst of the years revive it; in the midst of the years make it known; in wrath remember mercy. 
 

             
 

Geographic Disturbances 
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Revelation 7:1-8                        Interlude - The 144,000 of Israel Sealed    (Who Can Stand?) 
 

After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the 
four winds of the earth, that no wind might blow on earth or sea or against any tree. 2 Then I 
saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he 
called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea, 3 
saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our 
God on their foreheads.” 
  

 

4 And I heard the number of the sealed, 
144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons 
of Israel: 
 
12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 
12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 
12,000 from the tribe of Gad, 
12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 
12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, 
12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 
12,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 
12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 
12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, 
12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were 
sealed. 

 

• The question was raised in 6:17 whether any would be saved in the Tribulation – Who can stand? This 
is answered in this chapter, and two classes of the saved are mentioned specifically: (1) those who are 
saved in Israel, (2) those of all nations who, though saved spiritually, are martyred. Four angels were 
told to withhold judgment on the earth until the servants of God were sealed. 

o The seal on their foreheads symbolizes protection and ownership and God’s intention to 
protect the 12 tribes that are mentioned, much as He protected Noah from the Flood, Israel from 
the plagues of Egypt, and Rahab and her household in Jericho. (BKC) 

                                           
• The “four corners of the earth” should be seen as an “idiom,” and not taken literally.  The Bible 

describes the earth as a “circle” in other areas of its text (Psalm 19:6; Isaiah 40:22).   

Why is “Judah” listed first, “Levi” included and “Dan” excluded? 

Noah Moses Rahab 



183 
 

• The “winds” of judgment are temporarily held back, but their momentum will not be suppressed 
forever.  The winds of judgment are gathering force, soon to be released (MacArthur).   

o the NAC provides another view… since angels cannot restrain the retributive acts of a sovereign 
God, the judgments here are better understood as a reference to restraining those who are the 
natural outgrowth of the rebellious and sinful nations of the world.  While there are certainly 
judicial acts of a sovereign God in judgment, humankind brings judgment upon itself (Gal. 6:7, Rom. 

1, 2 Thess. 2:7).  These inevitable judgments associated with the acts of the rebellious race, 
nevertheless, are often restrained by a merciful God for His own purposes. 

• seal of the living God… “zontos” or “living” emphasizes one of the main distinctions between God and 
other gods which have no life in themselves and are manufactured by human thought or hands. (NAC) 

• The Greek word for “seal” is “sphragis” and often references a signet ring.  Kings or other officials 
would use such rings to stamp into wax on documents or other items, thereby affirming their 
authenticity and guaranteeing their security.  (MacArthur) 

o In the Old Testament, the Bible talks about God marking those He cared for… 
o Exodus 8:21-23 – Israel is “marked” with the fourth and remaining plagues and are unaffected. 
o Exodus 12:29-30 – Israelites “mark” their doorposts with the blood of the Passover lamb.  
o Joshua 2:18 – The house of Rahab is “marked” for protection.   
o Ezekiel 9:3-11 – An angel “marks” God’s people that will save them from six angels of death.  

Ez. 9 provides the background for John’s text and assists in bringing a “Jewish” context to the 
passage.   
� Ez. 9:3-4:  Now the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the cherub on which it rested to 

the threshold of the house. And he called to the man clothed in linen, who had the writing case 
at his waist. 4 And the LORD said to him, “Pass through the city, through Jerusalem, and put a 
mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all the abominations that are 
committed…. 

• The question arises, “From what perils are these witnesses protected?”   
o The physical sufferings and/or death during the awful days of the Tribulation. 
o Their eternal salvation is secure and they don’t have to fear God’s judgment.   
o The “judgments” that relate to demonic activity. 
o Have the ability to continue “preaching” the Gospel during the turbulent Tribulation. 

• The “harm” or awful devastation that will come to the earth, sea and trees will occur when the four 
angels suddenly release the judgment (symbolized by the wind) they have been restraining.  The “bond-
servants” are believers who will remain faithful to God and Jesus and will probably have already been 
effectively preaching His Word in the midst of the chaos of the first six seals.  At this point, they will 
continue to be protected in order for them to evangelize during the upcoming times of devastation.  
(MacArthur) 

o Revelation 14:1-5 describes their morally pure, undefiled character and their devotion to Jesus.  
They are the most faithful, loyal, diligent, holy servants of God during these dark days.  They are 
the “cream of the crop.”  They are also described as having been “purchased from among men as 
first fruits of God and to the Lamb” (14:4).  They will also be the most effective missionaries 
the world has ever seen and will be instrumental in the conversion of both their own 
countrymen (Jews) and all nations.   
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• John heard the names of 12 tribes with 12,000 from each tribe … sealed and thus protected. The 12 

tribes are not “lost” as some contend.  (BKC) 
• In the NAC per Winkle…many interpretations exist regarding this list because: 1) it parallels no other 

biblical or non-biblical list; 2) Judah – instead of Reuben – heads it; 3) it includes Levi, an unusual, but 
not unique phenomenon; 4) it does not include Dan; and 5) it includes both Joseph and Manasseh, but 
not Ephraim.   

• Attempts have been made to identify the 12 tribes here with the church, mostly to avoid the implication 
that this is literally Israel. The fact that specific tribes were mentioned and specific numbers from each 
tribe were indicated would seem to remove this from the symbolic and to justify literal interpretation.  

o If God intended these verses to represent Israel literally, He would have used this means. 
Nowhere else in the Bible do a dozen references to the 12 tribes mean the “church.”  Obviously 
Israel will be in the Tribulation, and though men do not know the identification of each tribe 
today, certainly God knows. (BKC) 

o There is no standard way of listing the tribes of Israel and the Bible has 19 different methods of 
listing them in the Old Testament.  Reuben forfeited his birthright as punishment for his 
sexual misconduct (1 Chron. 5:1), Dan had a penchant for idolatry (Deut. 29:18-21) and Dan 
established idol worship (Judges 18:28-31 – Grandson of Moses - priest of idols).  Ephraim 
defected from the ruling house of David (Is. 7:17, also Hosea 4:17-19).  Manasseh was the 
“faithful” son of Joseph.  (MacArthur). 

o Per Robert Thomas of the Masters Seminary, here is a list of the ways the Old Testament lists the 
tribes of Israel: 
� Order of birth (Gen. 29:32-35:18)   (no Benjamin, Manasseh, Ephraim) 
� Order of Jacob’s blessing (Gen. 49:3-27)                          (no Manasseh, Ephraim) 
� Order of encampment (Num. 2:3-31)                                (no Joseph, no Levites counted) 
� Order of Census before the invasion of Canaan (Num. 26:4-51)   (census – all mentioned) 
� Order of blessing and cursing (Deut. 27:12-13)                 (no Manasseh, Ephraim) 
� Order of Moses’ blessing (Deut. 33:6-25)                          (Moses’ blessing – all mentioned) 
� Order of the princes (Num. 1:5-15)                                    (no Levites, Manasseh and Ephraim 

sub) 
� Order of inheritance (Josh. 13:7-22:34)                             (no Levite land inheritance) 
� Order of the gates of the city (Ezek. 48:31-34)                  (no Manasseh, Ephraim) 

 
o According to J.B. Smith, Scripture contains 29 lists of the tribes of Israel in the Old and New 

Testaments and in no case are more than 12 tribes mentioned (A Revelation of Jesus Christ, p. 130). (BKC) 

� The tribe omitted was usually Levi, from which the priesthood came. Inasmuch as it is 
normal to have only 12 and not 13 tribes, the omission of Dan is not significant. (BKC) 

� As mentioned, perhaps Dan was omitted here because it was one of the first tribes to go 
into idolatry  (Jud. 18:30; cf. 1 Kings 12:28–29). However, Dan is mentioned in Ezekiel 
48:2 in the millennial land distribution. (BKC) 

Billy Sunday  
1862-1935 

 D. L. Moody 
1837-1899 

Billy Graham 
1918-Present 
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• In Romans chapters 9-11, the apostle Paul provides a strong text which points to a future restoration of 
Israel.  Paul mentions that Israel’s heart will be hardened until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in 
and at that time, Israel will have a change of heart.  
 

o Romans 11:1, 25-26 “I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! …  Lest you be wise 
in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has 
come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.  The Deliverer will come from Zion, 
he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; 27 “and this will be my covenant with them when I take 
away their sins.” 

 
• Per MacArthur, while many of those who enter the millennial kingdom alive will be Gentiles (Is. 2:2-4, 

Micah 4:1-5, Zechariah 8:20-23), the Tribulation is also the time of Israel’s national salvation, of which 
the [Old Testament] prophets spoke.  The most detailed description of that event is found in Zechariah’s 
prophecy: 
 

o Zechariah 12:10–13:1, 8-9    (520 B.C.) 
 
“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a 
spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom 
they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and 
weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn. 11 On that day the mourning 
in Jerusalem will be as great as the mourning for Hadad-rimmon in the plain of 
Megiddo. 12 The land shall mourn, each family by itself: the family of the house of 
David by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of the house of Nathan by 
itself, and their wives by themselves; 13 the family of the house of Levi by itself, and 
their wives by themselves; the family of the Shimeites by itself, and their wives by 
themselves; 14 and all the families that are left, each by itself, and their wives by 
themselves. 13:1 “On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of 
David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and 
uncleanness. 
 
In the whole land, declares the LORD, two thirds shall be cut off and perish, and 
one third shall be left alive.  9 And I will put this third into the fire, and refine 
them as one refines silver, and test them as gold is tested.  They will call upon my 
name, and I will answer them. I will say, ‘They are my people’; and they will say, 
‘The LORD is my God.’” 

 
• The most important fact taught here is that God continues to watch over Israel even in the time of 

Israel’s great distress. There is no justification  whatever for spiritualizing either the number or the 
names of the tribes in this passage, to make them represent the church.  (BKC) 
 

             The twofold message of chapter 7 announces the salvation of Israel through the 144,000 Jewish 
evangelists and their influence of missionary work to the Gentiles.  In the second part of this chapter, God 
reveals his plan of a “mass” evangelism outreach to all peoples.  During this future turbulent Tribulation, a 
“multitude” of Gentiles from every nation will accept Christ as their Savior.  This outreach to Gentiles has 
always been a part of God’s salvation plan for humankind as outlined in the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 
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12:1-3) and other Old Testament passages (Psalm 67:1-7, Psalm 98:3, Isaiah 11:10, Isaiah 49:6, Joel 2:28-32 as 
quoted in Acts 2:17-21, Matthew 24:14, and John 11:50-52) 
 
 Israel will be given a second chance at evangelism.  Frankly, they dropped the ball the first time.  
Reflecting the graciousness of God, He will give the Jews the opportunity to be Christ’s witnesses to the world.  
They will come through in shining colors!  Unfortunately for many of these new believers in the Tribulation, 
they will be incurring the ferocious wrath of the Antichrist.  
 
 
 
Revelation 7:9-17                     Interlude Cont’d - A Great Multitude from Every Nation 
 

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud 
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the 
angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, 
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing 
and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever 
and ever! Amen.” 
  
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and 
from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are 
the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 
15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; 
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.  16 They shall hunger no 
more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For the 
Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of 
living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 

     

• Then John saw a multitude  of people from every nation, tribe, people, and language, who were 
standing before the throne (i.e., before God the Father) and in front of the Lamb (i.e., God the Son). 
This is the same group mentioned in 6:9, but here they were wearing white robes and holding palm 
branches, apparently signifying righteous triumph. As this multitude ascribed salvation to God and to 

Who can stand? 
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the Lamb, all the angels, the 24 elders, and the 4 living creatures joined them in worship as they did 
in 5:9. (BKC) 

o Palm branches are associated in Scripture with celebration, deliverance and joy.  They were 
especially prominent during the Festival of Tabernacles, the OT’s celebration of God’s provision 
for Israel’s during their 40 years of wandering in the wilderness.   

• Amen…per the NAC, the words making up this attribution of praise are interesting… 
o The word for praise, “eulogia,” transliterates into English as “eulogy” and literally means 

“speaking will of someone.”  One of the most important activities of worship is always to speak 
well of the Lord God.   

o Glory (doxa) and wisdom (sophia) represent those things that make God impressive to man. 
o Thanks (eucharistia) is always important in worshiping a gracious God in relation to our 

forgiveness. 
o Honor (time) references that which is rare and valuable, like precious stones.  
o Power (dunamis) and strength (ischus) focuses on God’s omnipotence and endurance.  (BKC) 

• One of the 24 elders asked about the origin of those who stood in white robes. Is it not significant that 
if the 24 elders represent the church these described here are a different group of the saved? When John 
indicated that he did not know the answer (v. 14a) the elder himself answered the question as to who 
this multitude was and where they came from: These are they who have come out of the Great 
Tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. (BKC) 

o It seems evident that these “who have come out of the Great Tribulation” have been 
martyred and were then safe in heaven. They were given the special privilege of being before 
God’s throne and serving Him day and night in His temple. They were protected by God 
Himself and never again would they experience hunger … thirst, or scorching heat, with the 
implication that this was their experience of suffering on earth. They were under the special 
shepherd-care of the Lamb and were drinking from springs of living water. The narration 
concludes with the comforting truth that all their tears would be wiped away.   (BKC) 

• Per the NAC, this “great Tribulation” is probably what Jesus had in mind in Matthew 24:21-22 when He 
spoke of “a great distress” exceeding all other historic trials never to be equaled again.  Indeed Jesus 
says, “If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days 
will be shortened.”  This passage unfortunately foreshadows the fact that many believers will be 
overtaken by death in those days.  

• The One who sits on the throne spreads his “tent” over them, indicating acceptance, possession, and 
safety.  The Greek word “skenoo” (shelter them with his presence) has the sense of pitching a tent and 
is used, for example, in the prologue to John’s Gospel where Jesus is said to had “made His dwelling 
among us” or “pitched His tent among us” (Jn. 1:14). 

• The two groups seen by John were the 144,000 Israelites and a great multitude from every nation, 
including some Israelites who were not thus protected and who were martyred in the Great Tribulation. 
A natural explanation of these two groups is that neither represents the church, the body of Christ 
in the present Age, because both groups are distinguished from the 24 elders and neither group is clearly 
identified with the church in this present dispensation.  

o The events of this chapter, like those in other chapters to follow, do not advance the narrative but 
are a pause in the description of the events to spotlight a concentrated revelation on a special 
feature, in this case the answer to the question of 6:17, “Who can stand?” (BKC) 

• Though the chapters of Revelation are not all in chronological sequence, chapter 7 depicts a scene in 
heaven which precedes the second coming of Christ to the earth. Those seen in heaven were said to 
“come out of the Great Tribulation” (v. 14). The chapter accordingly indicates how they will be 
marvelously blessed in heaven after their trials on earth. The 144,000 will appear again (14:1–5), and the 
multitude of martyrs who were killed for refusing to worship the beast appear again at the time of the 

Doesn’t blood “stain” clothes? 
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resurrection in 20:4. That they are not millennial saints should be evident from the fact that they will be 
in heaven before God’s throne, and will have been resurrected.  (BKC) 
 

…  
 

• Per MacArthur, this pair of visions contrasts the preparedness of believers, who will be delivered from 
wrath, with the panic and devastation of the unbeliever, who will not survive that wrath (Psalm 34:17-
19, Psalm 91:3-10, Malachi 3:16-4:2, 5-6, 1 Thess. 5:3, 2 Thess. 1:7-9, 11-12) 

o Many believers will survive the Tribulation and populate the millennial kingdom.  Jesus taught 
that truth in His description of the sheep and goat judgment (Matt. 25:33-46).  The goats will be 
cast into hell (Matt. 25:41-46), but to the sheep (the saved) Jesus will say, “Come, you who are 
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the earth.” 
 

Per Patterson of the NAC, the Bible makes clear that all will have tribulation and that all the godly in 
Christ will suffer.  But while this period of time passes so quickly that it is called by the biblical writers 
nothing more than a vapor seen for a moment and then vanished, there is an eternal significance in 
which full provision and total solace will be provided by the Lord.  Here (on earth) believers labor in 
difficulty, there (heaven) they rejoice with the Good Shepherd who cares for His sheep.   
 

Matthew 25:33-46                 Works are the “Fruit,” Not the “Root” of Salvation 

 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on 
his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the 
sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, 
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And 
when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we 
see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, 
as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and 
you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will 
answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or 
in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, 
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as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go 
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 

 

Thanks to the Ryrie Study Bible, MacArthur Study Bible – (MSB), The ESV Study Bible, The Bible Knowledge Commentary – John Walvoord – Dallas Theological – 
(BKC), Brent Slater – pastor – Highland Park Baptist Church (Slater), The New American Commentary – Paige Patterson (NAC), Thru the Bible with J. Vernon 
McGee, Baker Exegetical Commentary on Revelation – Grant Osbourne – Trinity Evangelical Divinity School – NT Professor (Baker/Osbourne), Has the Church 
Replaced Israel? – Michael Vlach (Vlach), Don Guthrie “The Lamb in the Structure of the Book of Revelation,” Vox Evangelica 12, (1981), Teacher’s Bible 
Commentary – Coble (Teacher’s), Revelation - Holman – Easley (Easley), The New International Greek Testament Commentary – The Book of Revelation – G. K. 
Beale – professor of NT and Biblical Theology at Westminster Theological Seminary – (Beale) 

Questions from the Tables 
 

 

1.  Could the “wild beasts” of Revelation 6:8 be our modern 
armaments (beast-like)?  Could it be John’s metaphoric 
language to discuss today’s technology?  Probably not.  Of the 
190 times “beast” is used in the Bible, it generally means 
“animal,” “beast,” or “creature.”  Additionally, these “four” 
judgments of God (sword, famine, pestilence, and wild beasts) 
were used in the Old Testament to warn of God’s judgments too 
(Ezekiel 14:21, 33:27)    Our modern armaments can, however, be 
easily placed within the context of “swords” which would include 
many methods of military assault (missiles, bombs, nuclear 
warheads, chemical weapons, etc.). 
 

 

2. What book or sermon did you reference regarding Skip 
Heitzig? 

 
I am very sorry, but I don’t remember.  It was probably a “blog” 
that I had inadvertently read recently.   It appears that this pastor 
is currently preaching a series on Revelation.  (skipheitzig.com – 
I have not “investigated” his theology) 
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Genesis 29-30 Numbers 1 Revelation 7 
   
Reuben Reuben Reuben 
Simeon Simeon Simeon 
Levi  Levi 
Judah Judah Judah 
Dan  Dan  
Naphtali  Naphtali Naphtali 
Gad Gad Gad 
Asher Asher Asher 
Issachar Issachar Issachar 
Zebulun Zebulun Zebulun 
Joseph  Joseph 
 Ephraim  
 Manasseh Manasseh 
Benjamin Benjamin Benjamin   

 
 
 
Table Questions 
 

1. Who can stand before God?    
 

2. What message will the 144,000 Jewish evangelists be preaching?  Read Romans 3:23, 
Romans 6:23, Romans 5:8 and Romans 10:9. 

 
3. Discuss the contrast between the harshness of God’s judgment for the unbeliever and His 

wonderful gift of salvation for the believer.   
 

4. Millions will be saved during this volatile time of the Tribulation.  What does this 
communicate about God? 
 

5. What “Kingdom work” should you get busy doing? 
 

6. What did you find beneficial about today’s lesson?   
 

7. Are there any questions you may have? 
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