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Deeper Roots – Lesson 8 – The Little Scroll and the Two Witnesses - Revelation 10 and 11 

 

The Book of Revelation (“apokalupis” – unveil) is important because it is the last inspired book of the Bible to be 
written and is rightly positioned as the New Testament’s final book. As the New Testament opens with the four Gospels 
relating to the first coming of Christ, so the Book of Revelation closes the New Testament with the general theme of the 
second coming of Christ. The Book of Revelation is also the climax of many lines of revelation running through both 
Testaments, and it brings to conclusion the revelation of many prophecies yet to be fulfilled.  (BKC)                                            
. .  

                                                                                                                     Rev. 19 
                                                                                                                Second Coming                  Rev. 21-22 
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Revelation 7:1-17              The 144,000 Jewish Witnesses and the Multitudes (1st Interlude) 
 

 
Revelation 7:4-8:  And I heard the number of 
the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of 
the sons of Israel: 
  
12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 
12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 
12,000 from the tribe of Gad, 
12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 
12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, 
12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 
12,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 
12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 
12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, 
12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin              …..were sealed. 

  

 

 
Revelation 7:9-12                     Interlude Cont’d - A Great Multitude from Every Nation 
 

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud 
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God… 
 
“ These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 
 
Revelation 8:1-5                    The Seventh Seal – The Beginning of the Seven Trumpets 
 

When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an 
hour.  

 
Revelation 8:6-13                 The Trumpet Judgments – Trumpets One through Four 
 

     

  

 

 

1/3 of earth 
burned 

1/3 sea life 
killed - blood 

1/3 river life killed – 
bitter “Wormwood” 

1/3 light 
removed 

Woe, Woe, 
Woe 

Remember, every single event of the Tribulation is orchestrated and 
controlled by God.  Neither humankind or the forces of evil act 

without His consent. 

Washed “pure” by the 
blood of Jesus 

Many people 
will die 
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Revelation 9:1-11                    The Fifth Trumpet – Demonic Judgments 

And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he was 
given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. 

….3 Then from the smoke came locusts on the earth,  

…..5 They were allowed to torment them for five months, 11 They have as king over them the 
angel of the bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he is called 
Apollyon.  (Destroyer) 

               
 

 
Revelation 9:12-19   The Sixth Trumpet – Demonic Judgments 

12 The first woe has passed; behold, two woes are still to come.  

13 Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet….“Release the four angels who are bound at the 
great river Euphrates.” 15 So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour, the day, the 
month, and the year, were released to kill a third of mankind.    

   

Revelation 9:12-19          Unrepentant Humankind 
 
20 The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their 
hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and 
wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, 21 nor did they repent of their murders or their 
sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.   

 

5 Months of Torment 

1/3 Humankind killed Third Woe is coming! 

After all of this calamity and preaching of the Gospel, 
why don’t people acknowledge Christ as Lord? 
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Revelation 10:1-7                       The Angel and the Little Scroll    (2nd Interlude) 

Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a 
rainbow over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. 2 He had 
a little scroll open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land, 
3 and called out with a loud voice, like a lion roaring.  

When he called out, the seven thunders sounded. 4 And when the seven thunders had 
sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven 
thunders have said, and do not write it down.”  

5 And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to 
heaven 6 and swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, the 
earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that there would be no more delay, 7 but 
that in the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God 
would be fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants the prophets. 

           

             Interlude: The Safety and Suffering of God’s City-Sanctuary, His Witnessing Church. Between 
the sixth trumpet (9:13–21) and the seventh (11:15–18), another interlude is inserted. Like the visions 
that separated the sixth from the seventh seals (7:1–17), this interlude dramatizes God’s patient delay in 
inflicting his full and final wrath, and it assures believers that God will protect his own through the 
coming traumas. The vision of the angel with the scroll (10:1–11) reveals John’s authority to prophesy 
and God’s perfect timing in consummating history. 

• 10:1–3 another mighty angel. Like God on his throne, he is surrounded by a rainbow (cf. 4:3). Like 
the Son of Man, he comes with a cloud, and his face shines like the sun (cf. 1:7, 16). His legs like 
pillars of fire  reflect the glory of God’s presence in the wilderness (Ex. 13:21–22; 14:24). His voice like 
a lion roaring could belong to the Lion of Judah (Rev. 5:5; see Amos 3:7–8). (ESV) 

o Some interpreters think this is Jesus himself. However, since Rev. 1:1 describes an angel sent by 
Christ to deliver God’s revelation to John, many see this as simply “another” great angel. 

o Per Mounce, this angel presents a dramatic appearance of an authoritative figure from heaven 
that stands in marked contrast to the immediately preceding illustration of humanity’s rebellious 
idolatry and immorality (Rev. 9:20-21). 
� Additionally, the theme of Exodus is present as a backdrop to Revelation.  The 

description of the angel fits his message:  the [rainbow] recalls God’s promise through 
Noah [Genesis], the pillar of fire God’s presence in the wilderness, and the scroll the 
tablets of stone [Exodus]. 

o MacArthur agrees that it is just a great angel.  The word "another" here (Greek - ἄλλον, or allon) 
means another of exactly the same kind as the rest of the angels. Another identical angel.   If 
John wanted to make a distinguishing contrast, he would have used ἕτερος – heteros. 

7 Thunders  
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� When identifying Christ in Revelation, John always gives Jesus a proper title.  
• Per Mounce, the little scroll is different from the scroll with the seven seals in chapter 5.  The Greek 

word “biblaridion” is used rather than the word “biblion” in chapter 5.  Mounce proposes that the little 
scroll contains the prophecies of chapter 11.  MacArthur believes it is the scroll of chapter 5 in a smaller 
form for John’s consumption.   

• 10:2-4 The scroll is open and it will be given to John to eat and to proclaim (vv. 10–11), completing the 
process of transmission (from God to Christ to angel to John to the churches) initiated in 5:7.  John must 
seal up—keep secret by not writing—the messages of the seven thunders…Christ’s church must live 
by faith amid the unrevealed mysteries of God’s purposes. (ESV) 

• Per Mounce, elsewhere in Revelation, “thunder” is associated with divine retribution.  In Rev. 8:5, it 
follows the casting of fire on earth.  In Rev. 11:19, it is associated with the seventh trumpet plague, and 
in Rev. 16:18, it is connected with the final bowl of God’s wrath.  Here, as well it forebodes the coming 
peril of divine retribution.   

• 10:5–7 The angel’s stance—one foot on sea, one on land, and right hand  raised to heaven—unites 
three spheres of the created order (Gen. 1:6–10) as their divine Creator is invoked to witness the angel’s 
oath (cf. Dan. 12:7; also Gen. 14:22; Deut. 32:40).  

o The angel swears that the era of God’s longsuffering, which entailed delay of his martyrs’ 
vindication (Rev. 6:10), will end when the last trumpet sounds. The mystery of God to be fulfilled  
when the seventh trumpet sounds is his plan to unite all things in heaven and earth under 
Christ’s headship (Eph. 1:10), making visible to all the sovereignty by which the Son now 
orchestrates every event for his church’s welfare (Eph. 1:20–22). This “mystery” includes the 
unrestrained expression of God’s wrath, signified in the bowl judgments, toward all who resist 
his reign.  (ESV) 

• Mounce adds, that which God has purposed in creation and made possible through the blood of the 
Lamb (Rev. 5:9-10) will be brought to its fulfillment.  This purpose is the ushering in of the Kingdom 
of God on earth and is clearly seen in Rev. 11:15, where the following the seventh trumpet the 
heavenly voices proclaim, “The kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His 
Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.” 

o Down through the centuries, the Church has prayed…”Your kingdom come…on earth as it is in 
heaven (Matt. 6:10).   

 
Revelation 10:8-11      The Sweet and Bitter Taste of the Little Scroll 
 
8 Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take the scroll that is open in the 
hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” 9 So I went to the angel and told him to give me 
the little scroll. And he said to me, “Take and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will 
be sweet as honey.” 10 And I took the little scroll from the hand of the angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey in 
my mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach was made bitter. 11 And I was told, “You must again prophesy 
about many peoples and nations and languages and kings.” 
 

                 
 Sweet Tasted Bitter 
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• As Ezekiel ate a scroll and found it sweet as honey in his mouth, so John must do the same, receiving 
God’s words in his heart before he speaks them (Ezek. 3:1–3, 10). The sweet word made his stomach … 
bitter . Although some “from every tribe and language and people and nation” will be redeemed by the 
Lamb (Rev. 5:9; 7:9–17), at this particular time John will see peoples and nations and languages 
resisting Christ and his witnesses (11:9; 13:7; 17:15). Kings will ally themselves with evil (6:12-15) (ESV) 

• Why does the scroll taste sweet and then become bitter in his stomach?   The truth of God’s Word is 
always sweet to the believer.  The bitterness can relate to the persecution that will be conveyed in 
chapter 11 towards believers or it could associated with the harsh judgment to follow for unrepentant 
humankind.  

 
Revelation 11:1-2    The Tribulation Temple  

Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Rise and measure the 
temple of God and the altar and those who worship there, 2 but do not measure the court 
outside the temple; leave that out, for it is given over to the nations, and they will trample the 
holy city for forty-two months.  

While it is clear that 11:1–14 continues the parenthetical section begun in 10:1, an amazing variation of 
interpretations of this portion of Scripture have been offered. Alford calls this chapter “one of the most difficult 
in the whole Apocalypse” (The Greek Testament, 4:655).  (BKC) 

             The best guideline to follow in interpreting this section is to take each fact literally. In line with this 
principle, a literal temple will be in existence during the Great Tribulation, and the city should be considered the 
literal city Jerusalem in keeping with its identification in 11:8. The time periods of 42 months (v. 2) and three 
and one-half days (vv. 9, 11) again should be considered literally. The earthquake will kill literally 7,000 
individuals, and the two witnesses are two individual men.  (BKC) 

 

                          
 

The “Five” Temples of the Bible  
 

1st Temple 2nd Temple 3rd Temple 4th Temple 5th Temple 
Solomon’s 

Temple 
960 B.C. 

I Kings 6-8 

Zerubbabel 
Temple 
515 B.C. 
Ezra 5-6 

Herod’s Temple  
20 B.C. – 62 A.D. 
Remodel of 2nd 

Temple – Jn. 2:20 

Tribulation Temple 
Build Date:  ??  

Matt. 24:15 
       2 Thess. 2:4 

Millennial Temple 
Build Date:  ?? 

Ezek. 40-48, Hag. 
2:9, Zech. 6:12-13 

Destroyed by 
Nebuchadnezzar in 

586 B.C. 
2 Kings 25:8-10 

Remodeled by 
Martha Stewart & 
Herod the Great 

Main work – 10 yr.  

Destroyed by 
Roman General 
Titus in 70 A.D., 
Emperor 79 - 81 

Destroyed by the 
events of 

Armageddon??? 

Replaced with the 
glory of God and 

Jesus – no temple! 

                                 

3 ½ Years  

Dome of the Rock Court of the Gentiles  



209 
 

  Per the MacArthur New Testament Commentary p. 294, “the Tribulation temple will be built early in the 
first half of the Tribulation under the patronage and protection of the Antichrist.  Many orthodox Jews 
today dream of rebuilding their temple, but its site is now occupied by the Islamic shrine known as 
the “Dome of the Rock.”  Because [the Islamic faith] believes it to be the place from which Muhammad 
ascended to heaven, it is among the most sacred shrines in the Islamic world.  For the Jews to wrest that site 
away from the Muslims and build their temple there would be unthinkable in today’s political climate.  But 
during the Tribulation, under the protection of the Antichrist (Dan. 9:24-27), they will be able to 
rebuild the temple.”  

  Per an article from the Israel National News – 10/2/2014 posted on the Temple Institute website found 
on www.templeinstitute.org. … 

“Today, the Islamic Al Aqsa Mosque complex stands on the ruins of the Jewish Temples, and the Muslim 
Waqf (an Islamic agency run by the Jordanian government) administers the site. Under pressure from the Waqf 
and amid violence and threats by Islamists, Israeli police impose severe restrictions on Jews from even 
entering the site: only small groups are allowed on at a time, accompanied by police and Waqf agents to ensure 
they do not engage in prayer or any other forms of worship - which is strictly forbidden for Jews under penalty 
of arrest. This despite numerous Israeli court rulings that Jews should by granted freedom of religion on the 
Mount and not be prevented from worshipping there.  Rabbi Richman noted that while not all Jewish groups 
face the same levels of intimidation and violence, incidents like the ones in the video are "a daily occurrence." 

Based upon recent Jewish scholarship, there are three (3) different sites on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem 
that scholars disagree regarding the original location of Herod’s Temple.  The “traditional site” is located under 
the Al Aqsa Mosque.  Also, there is a “north” site and a “south” site in relation to the “traditional site.”  

1. THE MEASURING OF THE TEMPLE (11:1–2) 

• 11:1–2. John was given a reed, a lightweight rod, to be used as a measuring instrument. John was 
instructed to measure the temple and the altar but not the outer court, meaning he was to measure the 
holy place and the holy of holies. While others could come into the outer court, only priests could enter 
into those two temple rooms. The explanation was given that this would be under the control of the 
Gentiles who would trample on the holy city for 42 months. 

o Why should John measure the temple? Measurement is usually taken of one’s possessions, and 
the temple belonged to God. In a similar way the temple of Ezekiel 40 was measured and the 
New Jerusalem was measured (Rev. 21:15–17).  
� A temple will be constructed so that orthodox Jews can offer sacrifices according to the 

Mosaic Law in the period in the first 1/2 of the 7-year period known as Daniel’s 70th 
week.  

� At the beginning of the 42-month Great Tribulation, however, the sacrifices will stop and 
the temple will be desecrated and become a shrine for the Antichrist who will put an idol 
in it and proclaim himself to be God (Dan. 9:27; 12:11; 2 Thes. 2:4; Rev. 13:14–15). 
(BKC) 

• The tendency of some is to spiritualize the 42-month length of the Great Tribulation, but this should be 
taken as a literal period, as confirmed by the 1,260 days of 11:3 which are 42 months of 30 days each. 
From this it is also clear that “the times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24) will not end until the second 
coming of Christ to the earth to set up His kingdom. Though Jews may possess Jerusalem temporarily, 
as they have in this century, they will lose possession in the Great Tribulation.  (BKC) 
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• Some believe that the 42 months refer to the first half of Daniel’s 70th week (Dan. 9:27). While it is not 
clear, the evidence surrounding this passage in Revelation seems to refer to the final three and one-half 
years. This also seems to be confirmed by the fact that in the first half of the last seven years the Jews 
will actually possess the city of Jerusalem and worship in their temple, whereas here the context 
indicates that this is the period when Gentiles will tread down the Holy City, implying ill treatment of 
the Jews and desecration of the temple.  (BKC) 

 
Revelation 11:3-6    The Two Witnesses 

3 And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, 
clothed in sackcloth.” 

4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. 5 

And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes. If 
anyone would harm them, this is how he is doomed to be killed. 6 They have the power to shut 
the sky, that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they have power over 
the waters to turn them into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as 
they desire.    

       
 
• Witness’s identification. A common interpretation is that they are Moses and Elijah because the 

judgments inflicted by Moses and Elijah in the Old Testament are similar to those of these two 
witnesses (11:5–6). Further support is given the identification of Elijah because of the prediction (Mal. 
4:5) that he will appear “before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.” Both Moses and 
Elijah were involved in the transfiguration (Matt. 17:3), which anticipated the Second Coming.  

o But a [potential] problem with this suggested identity is that Moses had already died once. 
Some have identified the two witnesses as Enoch and Elijah inasmuch as they did not die but 
were translated (cf. Heb. 9:27).   In reality, there is no [firm] reason to believe that these 2 
witnesses will be historical.  (BKC) 

• The description of the two witnesses as olive trees and lampstands has an Old Testament background 
(Zech. 4:2–14).  

o Zechariah 4:12 
� “These are the two anointed ones who stand by the Lord of the whole earth.” 

o The two witnesses in this passage were Joshua the high priest and Zerubbabel the governor. 
Their connection to the lampstands was that they were empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
symbolized by the olive oil. The two witnesses of Revelation 11 will be empowered by the 
Holy Spirit. 

Moses?        Elijah?        Enoch?      Other? Zechariah 4 - Zerubbabel 
(governor) and Joshua (high priest) 
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o Like prophets of old the two witnesses will be able to do supernatural miracles, and fire will 
destroy those who will try to harm them (Rev. 11:5). Like Elijah they will have power to stop 
rain, and will have power like Moses to turn water into blood and to bring on plagues (v. 6). In 
the midst of the unbelief, apostasy, and satanic power of the Great Tribulation these two 
witnesses will be a threat to the entire wicked world for a literal period of 1,260 days (3 ½ 
years).  (BKC) 

Revelation 11:7-14    The Death and Resurrection of the Two Witnesses 

7 And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will 
make war on them and conquer them and kill them, 8 and their dead bodies will lie in the street 
of the great city that symbolically is called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified. 9 

For three and a half days some from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will 
gaze at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb, 10 and those who dwell on 
the earth will rejoice over them and make merry and exchange presents, because these two 
prophets had been a torment to those who dwell on the earth. 11 But after the three and a half 
days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood up on their feet, and great fear fell 
on those who saw them. 12 Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up 
here!” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies watched them. 13 And at that 
hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. Seven thousand people were 
killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. 

14 The second woe has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to come. 
 

             
 

             
 

• With the ministry of the two witnesses ended, God permitted the beast that comes up from the Abyss 
to overcome them. The beast, that is, the Antichrist, is mentioned nine other times in Revelation (13:1; 
14:9, 11; 15:2; 16:2; 17:3, 13; 19:20; 20:10). After the witnesses were killed, their bodies were left 
unburied in Jerusalem, figuratively called Sodom and Egypt, because of the people’s apostasy and 
rejection of God. 

o At the same moment an earthquake occurred in Jerusalem with a 10th of the city collapsing 
and 7,000 people were killed. In contrast with previous judgments where revolt and rebellion 
against God continued, the survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. So 
ended the second woe, leaving only the seventh trumpet, the final and third woe, to come. (BKC) 

o Per MacArthur, some gave glory to God which predicts a genuine experience of the salvation of 
the Jews (Luke 17:18-19), in contrast to those who refuse to glorify God (Rev. 16:9).  This 
makes a key fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy (12:10; 13:1) and Paul’s (Romans 11:25-27). 

7,000 killed 

The Antichrist is allowed to kill the two witnesses.  This 
is the first time he is mentioned in Revelation. 

Who are killed?   
Antichrist Henchmen? 
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o Zechariah 12:10 and 13:1:  And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom 
they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly 
over him, as one weeps over a firstborn….On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the 
house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness. 

Revelation 11:14-19                                The Seventh Trumpet 

14The second woe has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to come. 

15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The 
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign 
forever and ever.” 16 And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their 
faces and worshiped God, 17 saying, 

“ We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your 
great power and begun to reign.  18 The nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for 
the dead to be judged, and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who 
fear your name, both small and great, and for destroying the destroyers of the earth.” 

19 Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his 
temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy 
hail.  

 

• Per the BKC, The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, 
and He [shall] reign forever and ever. The fact that this will be fulfilled at the Second Coming makes 
it clear that the period of the seventh trumpet chronologically reaches to Christ’s return. Therefore the 
seventh trumpet introduces and includes the seven bowl judgments of the wrath of God revealed in 
chapter 16. In contrast with previous trumpets where a single voice was heard, here a mighty chorus 
from heaven joined in the proclamation. 

• Predictions of the earthly kingdom of Christ are prominently found in… 
• Ezek. 21:26–27:  thus says the Lord GOD: Remove the turban and take off the crown. Things shall not 

remain as they are. Exalt that which is low, and bring low that which is exalted. 27 A ruin, ruin, ruin I 
will make it. This also shall not be, until he comes, the one to whom judgment belongs, and I will give it 
to him. 

o God in the coming judgment on Judah in 588-586 B.C., removed the turban representing the 
priestly leadership, and the crown picturing the succession of kings.  Neither office was fully 
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restored after the captivity.  This marked the commencement of the “time of the Gentiles” (Luke 
21:46).  The three-fold mention of [ruin] expresses the severest degree of unsettled and chaotic 
conditions.  Israel was to experience severe instability and even the kingly privilege will not be 
Israel’s again until the Messiah comes, “to whom it rightly belongs,” or “whose right it is.”  God 
will give the kingdom to [the Messiah] (Jer. 23:5-8), the greater “David” (Ex. 37:24).  His 
“right” is that perfect combination of priestly and royal offices (Heb. 5-7).  (MacArthur) 

• Dan. 2:44; (also 2:35; 4:3; 6:26; 7:14, 26–27) 
o And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be 

destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these 
kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever  (Nebuch’s image of gold) 

• Zech. 14:9:  And the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that day the LORD will be one and his 
name one. 

o Per MacArthur, there will be only one religion in the entire world during the millennial reign of 
Christ.  Ruling with a rod of iron (Rev. 19:15), Christ will have done away with all false 
religions spawned by Satan.  This will be the ultimate fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant 
providing a Jewish people, the nation Israel, and the land given to Abraham; the Davidic 
Covenant which promised a king from the tribe of Judah and the line of David; and the New 
Covenant which held out the hope of spiritual redemption for Jew and Gentile.  All of this is 
fulfilled in and by the Lord Jesus Christ.  

• After this announcement, the 24 elders, who appear frequently and who were seated on their thrones 
before God, were seen by John as falling on their faces to worship God.  

o Their song of praise indicates that the time had come for God to judge the nations, to judge the 
dead, and to reward God’s servants.  (BKC) 

• Elders…We have previously heard this twenty-four-voice choir honoring God for his great act of 
creation (4:11). They also honored the Lamb for his great act of redemption (5:9–10). Now they 
solemnly offer praise for the great act of final judgment that God and the Lamb are about to complete. 
This is by far the longest of the three utterances of the elders, for it introduces themes that the rest of 
vision two and, indeed, the rest of Revelation will unfold.  (Holman NT Commentary) 

• God was described as the Almighty  (pantokratōr;  also used in 1:8; 4:8; 15:3; 16:7, 14; 19:6, 15; 21:22), 
eternal (who is and who was; cf. 1:8; 4:8), and possessing power (dynamin) (11:17). (BKC) 

• The chapter closes with another dramatic incident. John wrote, Then God’s temple in heaven was 
opened. At the same time John was able to look into the temple where he saw the ark of His covenant. 
This refers to the heavenly temple rather than to a temple on earth. The corresponding results in the 
earth, however, included lightning … thunder, an earthquake, and a great hailstorm (cf. 8:5). (BKC) 

 
 

 
 

Questions  
 
from the  

Is Jesus Christ truly God?   Emphatically YES!  
 
The Christian faith affirms the deity of Christ.  We believe that God eternally 
exists in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Jesus was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born through the Virgin Mary, and is true God and true man.  This is 
the tough part.  How can someone be both God and man?   Humanly speaking, 
this concept is impossible to fully understand.  Yet, this is precisely what the 
Bible teaches.  While other cults (yes, I said cults) deny the deity of Christ 
(Jehovah Witnesses, Modalists, and Mormonism to name a few), Christianity 
firmly places our belief on the foundation of Christ’s deity and His humanity.  
The Scriptures teach both truths.  As we have seen in the book of Revelation, 
Jesus Christ is exalted as God.  He receives worship and is seen as an equal to 
God the Father.  Furthermore, the truth of Jesus becoming the God Man is 
essential to your salvation.   As God, Christ lived a sinless life on Earth.  As a 
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man, he sacrificed His human life to pay the penalty for our sin.  So you see, 
Christ had to be both God and man to fulfill the requirements of being the 
sinless representative and substitutionary sacrifice for our sin.  As Paul affirmed, 
if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved (Romans 10:9).  

 

 

From a four-year old theologian…When we get to Heaven, will we be 
able to fly?   It’s a possibility! 
 
There is nothing in Scripture that affirms flying in heaven…yet… 
 
Acts 1:3-10:       Jesus “ascends” into heaven. 
John 20:19-27    Jesus “walks” through walls with His resurrected body. 
Matt. 14:22-29   Peter “began” to walk on water. 
Acts 8:38-40      Philip is “transported” from Gaza to Azotus (20 miles).   
Gen. 28:10-12    Angels flying.  Some angels have wings!   
Phil. 3:20-21      Our resurrected bodies will be like Jesus’ glorious body. 
 
Hesitations 22:22  She who eateth her vegetables will soar like an                     
                               eagle in heaven…. 

Discussion Questions 

1. The Book of Revelation provides a wide variety of angels.  What does that reveal about God’s Creation? 
2. Up to this point, how have you reacted to the judgments of God?   Are they bitter or are they sweet?   
3. What is the purpose of the two witnesses?  Why do you think God chooses to use these two people? 
4. Can you share the gospel and give your personal testimony is 2 minutes?  Why not?  Practice makes 

perfect!  What is the Gospel?  Read Romans 3:23, 6:23, 5:8 and 10:9.   
5. What did you learn today that helped you with your walk with Christ? 
6. Do you have any questions? 

 
Thanks to the MacArthur Study Bible and Commentary, ESV Study Bible, Bible Knowledge Commentary – Walvoord - 
Dallas Theological Seminary (BKC), Ryrie Study Bible, New American Commentary - Paige Patterson (NAC), Holman 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary, The NIV Commentary of the New Testament – Revelation (Mounce), www.templemount.org 
 
Daniel 9:24-27                                             The Seventy Weeks 
 
24 “Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to put an end to sin, and 
to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy 
place. 25 Know therefore and understand that from the going out of the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming 
of an anointed one, a prince, there shall be seven weeks. Then for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with squares and 
moat, but in a troubled time. 26 And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and shall have nothing. And 
the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end shall come with a flood, and to the 
end there shall be war. Desolations are decreed. 27 And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for 
half of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes 
desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.” 
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