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Deeper Roots – Lesson 9 - The Woman and the Dragon – Revelation 12 

 

The Book of Revelation (“apokalupis” – unveil) is important because it is the last inspired book of the Bible to be 
written and is rightly positioned as the New Testament’s final book. As the New Testament opens with the four Gospels 
relating to the first coming of Christ, so the Book of Revelation closes the New Testament with the general theme of the 
second coming of Christ. The Book of Revelation is also the climax of many lines of revelation running through both 
Testaments, and it brings to conclusion the revelation of many prophecies yet to be fulfilled.  (BKC)                                            
. .  

                                                                                                                     Rev. 19 
                                                                                                                Second Coming                  Rev. 21-22 
                                                                                                                 of Jesus Christ                 New Heavens 
                                                                                                                                                           and New Earth 
 
                                                                     Antichrist sets up world rule 
   Exalted Christ                                                   and betrays Israel 
 
  
      
 
                                           Throne                         7 year Tribulation            1,000 year Millennial  
                                     Room of God                                                              Reign of Jesus on Earth 
                                                                                                                                           Rev. 20 
Rev. 1     Rev. 2-3     Rev. 4-5     Rev. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 

 
Revelation 11:1-2    The Tribulation Temple  

Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Rise and measure the temple of God and 
the altar and those who worship there, 2 but do not measure the court outside the temple; leave that out, for it is 
given over to the nations, and they will trample the holy city for forty-two months.  

                          
 

The “Five” Temples of the Bible  
 

1st Temple 2nd Temple 3rd Temple 4th Temple 5th Temple 
Solomon’s 

Temple 
960 B.C. 

I Kings 6-8 

Zerubbabel 
Temple 
515 B.C. 
Ezra 5-6 

Herod’s Temple  
20 B.C. – 62 A.D. 
Remodel of 2nd 

Temple – Jn. 2:20 

Tribulation Temple 
Build Date:  ??  

Matt. 24:15 
       2 Thess. 2:4 

Millennial Temple 
Build Date:  ?? 

Ezek. 40-48, Hag. 
2:9, Zech. 6:12-13 

Eternity 

Church in 
Heaven  

  

Messages to 
the 7 

Churches 

Dome of the Rock Court of the Gentiles  

Rapture 
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Revelation 11:3-6    The Two Witnesses 

3 And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, 
clothed in sackcloth.” 

4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. 5 

And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes. If 
anyone would harm them, this is how he is doomed to be killed. 6 They have the power to shut 
the sky, that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they have power over 
the waters to turn them into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as 
they desire.    

       
 

Revelation 11:7-14    The Death and Resurrection of the Two Witnesses 

7 And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will 
make war on them and conquer them and kill them, 8 and their dead bodies will lie in the street 
of the great city that symbolically is called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified. … 

 

             
 

 

 

 

7,000 killed 

Moses?        Elijah?        Enoch?      Other? Zechariah 4 - Zerubbabel 
(governor) and Joshua (high priest) 

The Antichrist is allowed to kill the two witnesses.  This 
is the first time he is mentioned in Revelation. 

Who are killed?   
Antichrist Henchmen? 
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Revelation 11:14-19                                 The Seventh Trumpet 

14The second woe has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to come. 

15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the 
world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” 16 And the 
twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying, 

“ We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your great power and 
begun to reign.  18 The nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for the dead to be judged, and for 
rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear your name, both small and great, and for 
destroying the destroyers of the earth.” 

19 Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his temple. There 
were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail.  

   

• Per the BKC, The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, 
and He [shall] reign forever and ever. The fact that this will be fulfilled at the 2nd Coming makes it 
clear that the period of the seventh trumpet chronologically reaches to Christ’s return. Therefore the 
seventh trumpet introduces and includes the seven bowl judgments of the wrath of God of chapter 16. 

• The opening of the temple of God which is in heaven (the place where His presence dwells) revealed the 
Ark of the Covenant.  The ark symbolizes that the covenant god has promised to humankind is now 
available in its fullness.  In the midst of the fury of His judgment on unbelievers, God, as it were, throws 
open the Holy of Holies (where the Ark was located – Ex. 26:33-34) and draws believers into His 
presence.  That would have been unthinkable in the Old Testament temple, when only the high priest 
entered the Holy of Holies once a year (Heb. 9:7).  (MacArthur) 

 
The seven great personages of the end times (chaps. 12–15)            (Tribulation from Satan’s Vantage Point) 

       
Woman   
“Israel” 

Dragon 
“Satan” 

Child 
“Christ” 

Archangel 
“Michael” 

Offspring 
“Christians” 

Beast 
“Antichrist” 

False 
Prophet 

The Ark of the Covenant:  God’s 
power, presence, communion, 

provision and atonement!  
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Revelation 12:1-6                                       The Woman and the Dragon      

And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon 
under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was pregnant and was crying out 
in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. 

 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads 
and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. 4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of 
heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to 
give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. 

 5 She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but 
her child was caught up to God and to his throne, 6 and the woman fled into the wilderness, 
where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days. 

                     

1. THE FIRST PERSONAGE: A WOMAN CLOTHED WITH THE SUN (12:1–2)   (BKC) 

12:1–2. The first great personage to appear was a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her 
feet and a crown of 12 stars on her head. She was called a great and wondrous sign (sēmeion mega, lit., “a 
great sign”; cf. 13:13). Undoubtedly the sign provoked wonder, as indicated in the KJV and NIV, but the 
translation “a great sign” (NASB) is more accurate, since John did not use the Greek word for wonder (teras). 
This was the first of a series of events called “signs” or “miracles” (12:3; 13:13–14; 15:1; 16:14; 19:20). As 
signs they were symbols of something that God was about to reveal and usually contained an element of 
prophetic warning. Though this sign was seen in heaven, the events which followed obviously occurred on 
earth. 

• The woman symbolized Israel, as indicated by Genesis 37:9–11, where the sun and the moon 
referred to Jacob and Rachel, Joseph’s parents. The stars in the woman’s crown clearly related to the 
12 sons of Jacob and identified the woman as Israel fulfilling the Abrahamic Covenant. J.B. Smith 
cites Isaiah 60:1–3, 20 as proof that the sun refers to Israel’s future glory (A Revelation of Jesus 
Christ, p. 182). 

o Genesis 37:9-11 
� Then [Joseph] dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers and said, “Behold, I have 

dreamed another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to 
me.” 10 But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said 
to him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your 
brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground before you?” 

• Many commentaries are so intent on attempting to identify Israel as the church that they ignore 
these plain indications that the woman is Israel. Robert H. Mounce, for instance, makes the woman 
“the messianic community, the ideal Israel … the church (Rev. 12:17). The people of God are one 
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throughout all redemptive history” (The Book of Revelation,  p. 236). While there is a unity of the 
people of God, this does not wipe out dispensational and racial distinctions.   

o The symbolism, while not referring specifically to Mary , the mother of Christ, points to 
Israel as the source of Jesus Christ. Thus it does not refer to the church. Wicked women are 
sometimes used to represent false religions, as in the case of Jezebel (2:20), the apostate 
church of the end time as a prostitute (17:1–7, 15, 18), and Israel as the unfaithful wife of 
Yahweh (Hosea 2:2–13). The church by contrast is pictured as the virgin bride (2 Cor. 
11:2), the Lamb’s wife (Rev. 19:7).   (BKC) 

2. THE SECOND PERSONAGE: THE RED DRAGON WITH THE 7 HEADS AND 10 HORNS (12:3–4) 

The second wonder (semeion, “sign”; cf. v. 1) appeared in heaven, though it actually related to scenes on 
earth. It was a great red dragon, having 7 heads and 10 horns, and 7 crowns on his heads. From similar 
descriptions in Daniel 7:7–8, 24 and Revelation 13:1, this beast represented Satan’s control over world 
empires in the Great Tribulation. Revelation 12:9 identifies the dragon as Satan. The color red might 
indicate the bloodshed related to this period. The 10 horns presented symbolically the 10 kings (see Dan. 
7:24) who reigned simultaneously with the coming world ruler and who were mentioned both in Daniel 7:7 and 
Rev. 13:1. 

• The dragon’s attempt to devour the newborn Child  (12:4) seemed to point to Satan’s attempts to 
destroy the Infant Jesus. Satanic opposition to Israel and especially to the messianic line is clear in 
both Testaments.  (BKC) 

• The Antichrist (Rev. 13) will exert his power, derived from Satan, over the entire earth for a period 
of 3.5 years.   This will correspond to the last 3.5 years of the Tribulation and will be inaugurated by 
the defiling of the Jerusalem temple by the Antichrist (1 Thess. 2:2-4). 

• Per the NAC, the dragon’s tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth.  
This heavenly conspiracy was led by Satan, but a significant number of angels were 
cobelligerents with him and so forfeited their “home” (Jude 1:6) in heaven.  This fall is 
mentioned in 2 Peter 2:4, Jude 6 and perhaps in Revelation 12:7-10; and many interpreters believe 
that Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 speak “beyond” the actual kings of Tyre and Babylon and speak of the 
anointed cherub Satan’s prideful rebellion against God (I agree). 

o Jude 1:6    And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their 
proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great 
day 

o 2 Peter 2:4   For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and 
committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment; 

3. THE THIRD PERSONAGE: THE MALE-CHILD, CHRIST (12:5–6) 

12:5–6. When the Child—described as a Son, a male Child, who will rule all the nations with an iron 
scepter—was born, He was snatched up to God and to His throne. The Child obviously is Jesus Christ (Ps. 
2:9; Rev. 19:15). Alford states that “the Man-Child is the Lord Jesus Christ, and none other” (The Greek 
Testament, 4: 668). The catching up of the Child referred to the Ascension, not to the later Rapture of the 
church though the same word for “snatched up” is used of the Rapture (1 Thes. 4:17; cf. Acts 8:39; 2 Cor. 12:2–
4). The Rapture of the church would not constitute a deliverance of the Man-Child from Satan. 

• The deliverance itself took place when the woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her 
by God, and she was preserved for 1,260 days, which was three and one-half years or 42 months of 
30 days each.  

o Matthew 24:15-21 referred to the flight of Israel at the beginning of the Great 
Tribulation  (cf. Mark 13:14). References to both desert and mountains are not a 
contradiction as both were wilderness areas. In her desert hideout Israel was cared for 
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perhaps as miraculously as Israel was in her wilderness journey from Egypt to the 
Promised Land.    (BKC) 

 

Revelation 12:7-12                        Satan Thrown Down to Earth 

Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the 
dragon and his angels fought back, 8 but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place 
for them in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is 
called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, 
and his angels were thrown down with him.  

10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers 
has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 And they have 
conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not 
their lives even unto death. 12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But 
woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he 
knows that his time is short!”  

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before Creation             2,000 B.C.?                  520 B.C.                         30 A.D.                     All of Time                        2066? 

Removed from 
Throne Room 

Rev. 12:4   
Is. 14:12   

Ez. 28:14-17 

Satan 
Accuses Job 
in Heaven 

Job 1:6-7 

Satan 
Accuses 

Joshua the 
High Priest 

Zech. 3:1-2 

Jesus sees 
Satan Falling 

from 
Heaven  

Luke 10:18 

 
Satan 

Accuses 
Believers 
Day and 

Night before 
God 

Rev. 12:10 

 
Satan 

Confined to 
Earth 

Rev. 12:10 

Where does Satan live today? 
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Revelation 12:4:     His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood 
before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. 

Isaiah 14:12:  “How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn!  How you are cut down to the ground, you 
who laid the nations low! 

Ezekiel 28:14-17:  You were an anointed guardian cherub.  I placed you; you were on the holy mountain of God; in the 
midst of the stones of fire you walked.  15 You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created, till 
unrighteousness was found in you. 16 In the abundance of your trade you were filled with violence in your midst, and you 
sinned; so I cast you as a profane thing from the mountain of God, and I destroyed you, O guardian cherub, from the 
midst of the stones of fire. 17 Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of 
your splendor.  I cast you to the ground; I exposed you before kings, to feast their eyes on you. 

Job 1:6-7:  Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also 
came among them. 7 The LORD said to Satan, “From where have you come?” Satan answered the LORD and said, “From 
going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.” 

Zechariah 3:1-2:  Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan 
standing at his right hand to accuse him. 2 And the LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, O Satan! The LORD who has 
chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a brand plucked from the fire?” 

Luke 10:17-20:   The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!” 
18 And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on 
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice 
in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

Revelation 12:10:  Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the 
devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!” 

Jude 1:6    And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has 
kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day  
 
2 Peter 2:4   For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of 
gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment; 
• The Names of Satan and his dwelling place    (Where does Satan live?) 

 

 

Dragon 13 times in Revelation 
Serpent Genesis 3:1-6, 2 Cor. 11:3 
Devil (“diabolos” – slanderer)  He is 
the accuser of the brethren (Rev. 12:10) 

34 times in the New Testament 

Satan (“satanas” – adversary)  He is 
the father of lies (John 8:44) 

53 times in the Bible, 36 times 
in the New Testament 

Lucifer (Latin for Hebrew“day star”) Isaiah 14:12 

The Gospels refer to Satan as “tempter” (Matt. 4:3), “ruler of demons” (Matt. 9:34; 12:24; Mark 3:22; 
Luke 11:15), “evil one” (Matt. 13:38), “enemy” (Matt. 13:39), “the father of lies” (John 8:44), “a murderer” 
(John 8:44), and “ruler of this world ” (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11).  
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Paul referred to him as “the god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4), “the prince of the powers of the air” (Eph. 
2:2), “the ruler of the darkness of this age” (Eph. 6:12); and “tempter” (1 Thess. 3:5). Paul warned the 
Corinthians that Satan may appear as an “angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14).   In the General Epistles he is referred 
to as “an adversary” (1 Pet. 5:8) and “the evil one” (1 John 5:19). Revelation refers to him as “one who 
deceives” (Rev. 12:9), and “an accuser” (Rev. 12:10)   (Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary) 

4. THE FOURTH PERSONAGE: SATAN CAST OUT OF HEAVEN (12:7–12) 

Michael the archangel  and his angels fought Satan and his angels, that is, demons. The time of this war 
in heaven was not indicated but the context refers to the end time. The efforts of some expositors to make this 
coincidental with the first coming of Christ, linking it with Luke 10:18, are not justified by the context.  

o While the concept of Satan in heaven is difficult to comprehend, it is clear that he is now the accuser 
of saints. Though Satan was defeated at the first coming of Christ (John 16:11), his execution was 
delayed and is in stages. Here, he will be cast out of heaven in the middle of the Tribulation. Later 
he will be bound for the duration of the millennial kingdom (20:1–3). The devil will finally be 
thrown into the lake of burning sulfur (20:10) with the world ruler (Antichrist) and the false prophet.  

o John then heard a hymn of praise uttered by a loud voice in heaven. Announcement was made of 
the coming demonstration of divine salvation and power with the advent of the millennial kingdom. 
Satan was characterized as the one who accuses believers before our God day and night. The 
principle by which he was overcome and cast out of heaven was the blood of the Lamb and the 
word of their testimony.  (This passage is a direct argument against universalism, where all people 
are saved.) 

o Those in the heavens were called on to rejoice because of Satan’s defeat, but the earth was warned 
that the devil was filled with fury, because he knew that his time was short. The devil knew that 
his time was limited to 1,260 days, the period of the Great Tribulation. By no stretch of the 
imagination can these prophecies be spread to cover the whole Church Age as some attempt to do.  
(BKC) 

o MacArthur believes that Satan caused this war because of the Rapture.  Michael the archangel is 
presented as an angel who protects the saints.   

o Jude 1:9:  But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was disputing about the body of 
Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 

o Daniel 10:13:  The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the 
chief princes, came to help me, for I was left there with the kings of Persia, 14 and came to make you 
understand what is to happen to your people in the latter days. For the vision is for days yet to come.” 

o Daniel 12:1:  “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. 
And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. 
But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the 
book. 

Revelation 12:13-17                                 Satan Pursues the Offspring  

13 And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who 
had given birth to the male child. 14 But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle so that she might 
fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished for a time, and times, and 
half a time. 15 The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her away with a 
flood. 16 But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed the river 
that the dragon had poured from his mouth. 17 Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to 
make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony 
of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea.  
 

Daniel 11:41:  Many countries will fall; but Edom, 
Moab and Ammon will be delivered from his hand. 
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5. THE FIFTH PERSONAGE: THE OFFSPRING OF THE WOMAN PERSECUTED BY THE DRAGON (12:13–17) 

The woman introduced in verse 1 became the special object of Satan’s persecution. She was given 
supernatural help symbolized by the two wings of a great eagle which enabled her to fly to the place 
prepared for her in the desert. 

o This hiding place was not clearly identified. Some suggest that it might be Petra, fortress capital of 
the Nabateans in Edom, south of the Dead Sea. This city has a narrow access which could easily be 
blocked but which opens up into a large canyon capable of caring for many thousands of people. 
Though Scripture is not specific, some believe the 144,000 of chapter 7 are to be preserved here. The 
Scriptures themselves speak of God’s seal of protection on them. 

o The two wings probably do not refer to modern airplanes but rather to God’s delivering power, and 
are a figure of speech taken from such Old Testament passages as Exodus 19:4 and Deut. 32:11–12. 
The flight of Israel to a place of safety was also indicated in Matt. 24:16; Mark 13:14; Luke 21:21. 

o Though Revelation 12:6, 14 referred to the refuge as a desert and the Synoptic passages referred to 
mountains, this is no contradiction as both desert and mountains are in a wilderness area. The 
length of time of her preservation was said to be a time, times, and half a time. This refers to the 
three and one-half years of the Great Tribulation with “a time” equaling one year, “times” equaling 
two years, and “half a time” indicating 6 months (cf. Dan. 7:25; 12:7 with the 42 months referred to 
in Rev. 11:2; 13:5). References to these specific time periods show that the Great Tribulation is not 
the entire present Age but the three and one-half years preceding the second coming of Christ. 

o Per the NAC, why is the world so “hateful” of Israel through history?  God chose Israel as the object 
of His love and the vehicle of His salvation.  Consequently, Satan, unable to launch a successful 
assault on God, chose Israel as the object of his wrath.   

o Pursuing the woman, the devil as the serpent originated a flood to sweep her away with the 
torrent , but the earth swallowed up the water.  

o Some have taken this as a literal flood, but since Israel could flee in every direction the 
contour of the Holy Land does not lend itself to such a flood. Probably the flood represents 
Satan’s effort to exterminate Israel.  
� In some way God assists the Israelites so that they are not completely destroyed, 

though Zechariah 13:8 indicates that “two-thirds will be struck down and 
perish.”  

Though only one-third of Israel in the land is thus preserved (of which the 144,000 of Rev. 7 are a portion), 
Satan the dragon continues to war against the rest.  Revelation 12 introduces four important persons and one 
group of people living at the end time: Israel, Satan, Christ, the archangel, and the remnant of Israel. In 
Revelation 13 two important persons complete the scene.  (BKC) 

 

Flood: Antichrist’s armies?  Earth swallow: Earthquake?  
Numbers 16:31-34:  The Destruction of Korah 

Jews Flee to Petra? 
“Wilderness” 

Big Picture Idea 
Not all Jews are bad people.  Not all Arabs are bad people.   
Does this scenario provide a potential problem for Israel?  

Turkey and Iran – not included 
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A Quick Look at the History of Israel  -  4,000 years of Existence 

• 2,090 B.C.  Abraham journeys to the Promised Land 
• 1,445 B.C.   Moses leads the Jews out of slavery from Egypt 
• 1,010 B.C.   David becomes King of Israel 
•    722 B.C.     Assyria conquers the ten northern tribes of Israel 
•    586 B.C.      Babylonia conquers the southern tribes of Judah 
•    538 B.C.      Jewish exiles begin to return to Israel 
•    515 B.C.        Temple rebuilt 
•    444 B.C.         Jerusalem walls rebuilt 
•    330 B.C. Greek Rule under Alexander the Great 
•    166 B.C.   Ptolemaic and Seleucid dynasties rule Israel  (323 B.C. – 166 B.C.) 
•      63 B.C.    Independence under the Maccabees/Hasmonean  (166 B.C. – 63 B.C.) 

•      70 A.D.    Temple Destroyed – Roman Rule  (started in 63 B.C.) 
• 1,517 A.D.     Ottoman Empire (1,517 A.D. – 1,917 A.D.) 
• 1,917 A.D.  League of Nations begins to divide up the lands of the Middle East  (until 1,948 A.D.) 
• 1,948 A.D.  Israel wins war and establishes itself as an independent nation (806,000 people) 

• 1,967 A.D.    Israel wins “6 Day War” and expands its territories 
• 1,979 A.D.    Suspected first tests of nuclear weapons 
• 2,015 A.D.      B. Netanyahu appeals to USA against Iran nukes 

                       

Israel has 6,335,000 Jews (74.9%); 1,757,000 (20.7%) are Arabs; and, those identified as "others" (non-
Arab Christians, Baha'i, etc) make up 4.4% of the population (370,000 people).   (1/16) 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Society_&_Culture/newpop.html  

350 Million Arabs in “Arab League” of nations (311 Million are Muslim)  Wiki via CIA estimate - 2014 

Genesis 12:1-4:  The LORD 
had said to Abram,  

….2 “I will make you into a 
great nation, and I will bless 
you; I will make your name 
great, and you will be a 
blessing.  3 I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever 
curses you I will curse; and 
all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.”     
(True today?) 
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Questions from the Tables  

 

Will the Antichrist have to be a Jew?     No  

The Bible does not give the nationality of the Antichrist.  Some believe he 
will be a Jew, while others believe he will be a Gentile (non-Jew).  We will 
discuss this in a little more detail when we study Revelation 13.   

 

Is there any indication what role Islam or its followers will play in 
Revelation? 

Not directly “Islamic.”  The countries that surround Israel will be involved in 
warfare and attacks.  Daniel 11 is a good source for this.  Additionally, we 
will address this matter when we get to Rev. 13 and the Antichrist.   

 

Was any part of Mary's body used in the formation of Jesus?  If yes, 
wouldn’t Jesus have inherited Mary’s sinful nature and been unable to 
live a sinless life?    Yes.  Mary’s egg was used.  Jesus was fully human and 
fully God. The power of the Holy Spirit prevented the transfer of guilt to 
Mary’s egg.     

Luke 1:35:  The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God.   It seems that the influence of the Holy Spirit was so powerful and 
sanctifying in its effect that there was no conveyance of depravity or of guilt 
from Mary to Jesus.  That God was able to work the seemingly impossible in 
the matter of the virgin birth symbolizes His ability to accomplish the 
seemingly impossible task of granting new birth to sinners.  As Jesus 
Himself said in regard to salvation:  “With man this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible” (Matt. 19:26).   Per Millard Erickson – Christian 
Theology – p. 773-775    

 

When did Mary become prominent in the Roman Catholic Church? 

With many Catholics believing in certain appearances of Mary, her stature in 
the Roman faith has risen.  Notable events include an appearance to Pope 
John XXII (1316-1334), Paris, France (1830), La Salette, France (1846), 
Lourdes, France (1858), Knock, Ireland (1879), Fatima, Portugal (1917), 
Beauraing, Belgium (1932), and Banneux, Belgium (1933).  Two important 
documents in Catholicism include Pope Pius IX’s Ineffabilis Deus, defining 
Mary Immaculate Conception (1854) and Pope Pius XII’s Munificentissimus 
Deus, defining the Assumption of Mary (1950)  (The Gospel According to Rome, 
p. 184-185)  Let me emphasize that these are Roman Catholic doctrines, not 
mine or HPBC’s.   

The virgin birth is evidence 
of the uniqueness of Jesus 
the Savior, God’s power & 
sovereignty over nature 

and that our salvation is a 
supernatural gift from God.  

(ME-CT p. 774) 
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In regards to the Jewish faith, how is an individual’s sins forgiven?  

Modern Jews believe that forgiveness of sin is obtained through repentance, 
prayer, and good deeds. They use verses like Hosea 6:6 to devalue the need 
for sacrifices: “I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God 
rather than burnt offerings.” (gotquestions.org)   

Per Wikipedia, three books of account are opened on Rosh Hashanah, 
wherein the fate of the wicked, the righteous, and those of an intermediate 
class are recorded. The names of the righteous are immediately inscribed 
in the book of life and they are sealed "to live." The intermediate class are 
allowed a respite of ten days, until Yom Kippur, to reflect, repent and 
become righteous, the wicked are "blotted out of the book of the living 
forever." Rosh Hashanah leads to Yom Kippur, which is described as "the 
day of judgment" (Yom ha-Din) and "the day of remembrance" (Yom ha-
Zikkaron). Some midrashic descriptions depict God as sitting upon a throne, 
while books containing the deeds of all humanity are opened for review, and 
each person passes in front of Him for evaluation of his or her deeds. 

 

Bible Verses on the Deity of Christ   (Hypostatic union describes the 
union of Christ's humanity and divinity in one individual existence) 

John 1:1-14  The Word was God and became flesh and lived among us.    
John 8:58      Before Abraham was born, “I am.”  (Ex. 3:15)                                                                                                    
John 10:30    I and the Father are one.                                                       
John 20:28:  Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”                                                                                     
Philippians 2:5-11   Who being the very nature of God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped,                                                                                                    
Matthew 9:1-8  Jesus heals the paralytic to prove He can forgive sins.                                                                      
Hebrews 1:1-4  The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.                                                     
2 Peter 1:1  …through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ                                                                           
Revelation 5:11-14:    All of heaven worships Jesus. 

 

Some Important Events in the Early Life of the Church 

1. Declaration of the Council of Jerusalem (A.D. 49-50): 
 

 The church leaders decided that Gentiles were saved by faith alone in Christ and did not need to be 
circumcised for their faith.  The Church Council encouraged the Gentile believers to abstain from food polluted 
by idols, sexual immorality, from meat of strangled animals and from blood.  These four items did not relate to 
salvation, but were primarily required to assist in the cultural relationship of unity between Christian Gentiles 
and Christian Jews.  

2.  The Council of Nicaea (A.D. 325)     
 

            The Council of Nicaea affirmed the beliefs of Athanasius that Jesus was deity.  The Council asserted 
the eternity of Christ and the identity of His substance with that of the Father.  This meeting was organized 
and was presided by Constantine over 300 bishops (approx. 319), of which, only 10 were from the West.  
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Constantine paid for all of the meeting’s expenses and this opened up the relationship of the church with the 
state.  The Nicene Creed was created.   

 
3. Declaration of the Council of Tyre (A.D. 335):       

 

 Reinstated the views of Arius (Arianism) that Christ was “divine” but not deity, but was a creature; of 
a different essence.  Arius took a position that “there was [time] when he [Christ] was not.”   Christ’s 
appearance had externals of divine essence, but He was not God.  Jesus was “less” than God.  Arius was 
reinstated in the “church” and Athanasius, the defender of the deity of Christ, was banished to Gaul.  This 
overturned the ruling of the Council of Nicaea in A.D. 325.  This declaration was signed by over 95 bishops, 
while only 3 bishops voted against this decision.   

4. Declaration of the Council of Constantinople (A.D. 381):   
 

 Reaffirmed the decision of the Council of Nicaea in A.D. 325 that affirmed the deity of Christ 
(Athanasius’ view) as a true article of the Christian faith and denounced the doctrine of Arianism (Jesus is not 
God, but of creature) as an unorthodox doctrine.  It stated that the faith of the fathers at Nicaea “shall not be set 
aside but shall remain dominant.” 

 

5. Declaration of the Synod of Rome (A.D. 382): 
 

 The declaration of the Synod of Rome affirmed the present New Testament canon. 

Questions for the Tables 

1) Is Satan real?  What does he look like?   See Ezekiel 28:11-17. 
2) What is your view regarding Satan?   How did today’s passage describe Satan? 
3) How does Satan and his minions deceive our culture today? 
4) Can you share the gospel and give your personal testimony is 2 minutes?  Why not?  

Practice makes perfect!  What is the Gospel?  Read Romans 3:23, 6:23, 5:8 & 10:9.   
5) What did you learn today that helped you with your walk with Christ? 
6) Do you have any questions? 


