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Deeper Roots – Lesson 7 – Revelation 8 and 9 – The Trumpet Judgments 

 

The Book of Revelation (“apokalupis” – unveil) is important because it is the last inspired book of the Bible 

to be written and is rightly positioned as the New Testament’s final book. As the New Testament opens with the 

four Gospels relating to the first coming of Christ, so the Book of Revelation closes the New Testament with the 

general theme of the second coming of Christ. The Book of Revelation is also the climax of many lines of 

revelation running through both Testaments, and it brings to conclusion the revelation of many prophecies yet 

to be fulfilled.  (BKC) 

 

                                                                                                                     Rev. 19 
                                                                                                                Second Coming                  Rev. 21-22 
                                                                                                                 of Jesus Christ                 New Heavens 
                                                                                                                                                           and New Earth 
 
                                                                Antichrist betrays Israel and sets 
   Glory of Christ                                                     up world rule 
 
  
      
 
                                          Throne                         7 year Tribulation            1,000 year Millennial  
                                     Room of God                                                              Reign of Jesus on Earth 
                                                                                                                                           Rev. 20 

Rev. 1     Rev. 2-3     Rev. 4-5     Rev. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 

 

Revelation 6:1-17      The “Six” Seals of Judgment – One Remains  

 

Antichrist 

 

Bloodshed & War  

 

Famine 

 

Death 

 

Christian Martyrs  

 

Geographic 

Disturbances 

 

 

Revelation 6:17:  Who can stand?  
 

Only those who have availed themselves of the grace of God before the time of judgment will be able to 

stand when God deals with the earth in this final period of great distress. Those who will be saved in the Great 

Tribulation are described in [chapter 7]. (BKC) 

 

 

Eternity 

Rapture of 

“Church” to 

Heaven  

   

Messages to 

the 7 

Churches 

Today 
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Revelation 7:1-17              The 144,000 Jewish Witnesses and the Multitudes 
 

 

 

Revelation 7:4-8:  And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of 

Israel:   

12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed,              12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 

12,000 from the tribe of Gad,                                     12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 

12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali,                              12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 

12,000 from the tribe of Simeon,                                12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 

12,000 from the tribe of Issachar,                              12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 

12,000 from the tribe of Joseph,                                 12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin….were sealed. 

 

 

Revelation 7:9-12               Interlude Cont’d - A Great Multitude from Every Nation 

 
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all 

tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with 

palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God…“These are 

the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 

the Lamb… 

Revelation 8-9  -  The Seven Trumpet Judgments of God 

Luke 21:10-11; 25-28 
        Then [Jesus] said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
11 There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and 

great signs from heaven…  “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of 

nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people fainting with fear and with 

foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will 

see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take 

place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 

 

Revelation 8:1-5           The Seventh Seal – The Beginning of the Seven Trumpets    (Day of the Lord?) 

 

When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 2 Then I 

saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them. 3 And another angel came 

and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and he was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the 

saints on the golden altar before the throne, 4 and the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose 

before God from the hand of the angel. 5 Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and 

threw it on the earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake. 

 

                                             

Golden Censer – Temple Institute 

 

Altar of Incense – 

Golden Altar 

Two Groups 

of Believers 

The Golden Altar 

was an “atoned” 

altar of mercy for 

Israel, based upon 

sacrifice.  Now it’s 

the altar that 

begins God’s 

judgment.  (Ex. 30) 

https://bibleanswergirl.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/inbowl.jpg
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 The silence in heaven that ensues when the Lamb breaks the seventh seal further sustains the suspense. 

Yet God’s patience in delaying judgment should not be mistaken for indifferent slowness (Luke 18:1–8 – 

the unjust judge). The brief period of silence displaces ceaseless praises by living creatures (Rev. 4:8), 

elders (5:9), angels (5:11–12), and the church triumphant (7:9–10). Silence is appropriate in 

anticipation of the Lord’s coming judgment (Zeph. 1:7–10; Zech. 2:13).  (ESV) 

 Seven angels stand ready to sound seven trumpets, initiating limited judgments that warn of coming 

destruction (Ezek. 33:1–6; Joel 2:1) and summon rebels to repent (Rev. 9:21). 

 8:3–5 The earthly OT sanctuary had two altars, one for bloody sacrifice in the courtyard and the other 

for smoky incense inside, adjacent to the veil into the Most Holy Place (Ex. 27:1–8; 30:1–10). John sees 

only one altar in heaven, fulfilling both functions (Rev. 6:9; 8:3). As incense was associated with the 

prayers of the saints in the earthly sanctuary (see Ps. 141:2; Luke 1:9–11), so it is in John’s visions (see 

Rev. 5:8). Not only martyrs under the heavenly altar (6:9–10) but also suffering saints on earth cry 

out for justice.  

o Therefore fire from the altar, from which the saints’ prayers rise, will be flung to earth in 

judgment, indicating that the judgments to follow answer the prayers of the saints.  (ESV) 

 

James 5:16 

 “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much”   Prayer is the God-

ordained conduit through which he has determined to channel His sovereign power and response 

to the concerns of believers.  (Patterson – NAC – Revelation) 

 Per Hutchings, during this time of silence in heaven, a very serious matter is to be addressed – the 

unanswered prayers of the saints.  We read in Hebrews 8:5, and other Scriptures, that the furniture and 

service in the temple were an example, or shadow, of the true temple in Heaven.  A solemn service in 

the temple was the burning of frankincense on the altar of incense at the time of oblations and prayers. 

The smoke that arose from the incense represented the prayers that were ascending to the throne 

of God.  The incense was so sacred that anyone using it for personal pleasure suffered the penalty of 

death (Exod. 30:34-38).  Only Jesus at His birth was holy and worthy enough to receive a gift of 

frankincense.  We read in Luke 1:9-10 that the incense burned with coals from the altar of sacrifice as 

prayers were being offered by the people outside the temple.  When the people saw and smelled the 

smoke rising from the incense, they were assured that their prayers were ascending to the Lord.  The 

Temple Institute is restoring the temple furniture for future worship when the temple is restored.  The 

golden altar of incense is one of the items that is now ready.  (Hutchings – p. 82-83) 

                            
 

 

 

.  

The harsh judgments 

of God provide His 

answer to the prayers 

of the saints. 
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Revelation 8:6-13                The Trumpet Judgments – Trumpets One through Four 

Now the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to blow them. 

 

7 The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire, mixed 

with blood, and these were thrown upon the earth. And a third of the 

earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and all 

green grass was burned up. 

 

8 The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great 

mountain, burning with fire, was thrown into the sea, and a third of the 

sea became blood. 9 A third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a 

third of the ships were destroyed. 

 

10 The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, 

blazing like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs 

of water. 11 The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters 

became wormwood, and many people died from the water, because it had 

been made bitter. 

 

12 The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, 

and a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of their 

light might be darkened, and a third of the day might be kept from 

shining, and likewise a third of the night. 

 

13 Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew 

directly overhead, “Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, at 

the blasts of the other trumpets that the three angels are about to blow!” 

 

1. THE FIRST TRUMPET (8:6–7)     This devastating judgment, like that announced by most of the trumpets, 

primarily affected a third of the earth.  This judgment resembles the seventh plague inflected on Egypt in 

the story of Moses and Pharaoh in Ex. 9:24.  (BKC)   

2. THE SECOND TRUMPET (8:8–9)    It is best to interpret these events literally though the description of the sea 

being turned into blood may be the language of appearance as in the mention of blood after the first trumpet 

blast. Reference to blood as a divine judgment is found in the plagues of Egypt (Ex. 7:14–22).  The results of 

these judgments are literal. The sea turned to blood results in the death of a third of the sea creatures, and 

the blazing mountain cast into the sea results in destruction of a third of the ships. The mountain is probably 

best understood as being a literal large body that fell from heaven. The NAC states that these effects could 

be the result of a monstrous volcano, which erupts from the ocean floor devastating everything around it, or 

it could be a meteor.  (BKC)  (Psalm 78, 105) 

3. THE THIRD TRUMPET (8:10–11)    The star was named Wormwood. Wormwood is a bitter desert plant 

mentioned only here in the New Testament. It is mentioned seven times in the Old Testament where it 

represents sorrow and bitter judgment (Deut. 29:18; Prov. 5:4; Jer. 9:15; 23:15; Lam. 3:15, 19; Amos 5:7). (BKC) 

 

Woe! 

Humankind has neglected to worship the Creator even though people can clearly see God’s existence 

through His Creation.  They have worshiped the Creation rather than the Creator.  Now God will destroy His 

creation in order to get the “unbeliever’s” attention another way (Rom. 1:18-23). 

Hosea 4:3 

Greek word “ἀετοῦ” (aetou) meaning “eagle or vulture” – known for their size, strength and speed. 
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 Per MacArthur, Now the name of the star is called Wormwood. It's an apt name. The wormwood is 

literally in the Greek, the word  Ἄψινθος” (apsinthos), it is the deadly liquor substance called absinthe. 

The word is used in the New Testament only in this one verse, so it's kind of hard to trace back its 

precise meaning. But the term "wormwood" is also used several times in the Old Testament. It's a 

poison. There it is suggested that it's a poison derived from some kind of root. You find it mentioned 

in Deuteronomy 29:18.  Proverbs 5:4 notes that it is very bitter. It produces drunkenness, according to 

Lamentations 3:15 and eventually death. It is associated with another poison that is called gall 

mentioned in Deuteronomy 29:18 and Lamentations 3:19.   All of this just to point out that wormwood 

refers to something bitter, some poison that is actually deadly. Whatever this poison is, it is lethal.  

4. THE FOURTH TRUMPET (8:12)    Without a third of the sun a third of the day was lacking normal light, 

and a third of the night was without light from the moon and the stars. Again the best interpretation is literal. 

Just as the first 3 trumpets dealt with a 1/3 of the earth, so the 4th trumpet dealt with a 1/3 of the heavens. (BKC) 

 Eagles are birds of prey, eagles are killers and eagles are associated often in prophetic literature with 

judgment and with violence, such as Jeremiah 4:13, Hosea 8:1, Habakkuk 1:8. And this eagle comes 

associated again with judgment. And this eagle can speak. And he says with a loud voice, "Woe, woe, 

woe." That word means damnation, judgment, sentencing, execution, and curse. Those terms are all in 

and around the synonyms of that word. (MacArthur) 

Revelation 9:1-11                    The Fifth Trumpet – Demonic Judgments 

And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he was given the key to 

the shaft of the bottomless pit. 2 He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose smoke like 

the smoke of a great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkened with the smoke from the shaft. 3 Then from 

the smoke came locusts on the earth, and they were given power like the power of scorpions of the earth. 4 

They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any green plant or any tree, but only those people who do 

not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 5 They were allowed to torment them for five months, but not to 

kill them, and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings someone. 6 And in those days 

people will seek death and will not find it. They will long to die, but death will flee from them. 

7 In appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: on their heads were what looked like crowns 

of gold; their faces were like human faces, 8 their hair like women's hair, and their teeth like lions' teeth; 9 they 

had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the noise of their wings was like the noise of many chariots with 

horses rushing into battle. 10 They have tails and stings like scorpions, and their power to hurt people for five 

months is in their tails. 11 They have as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is 

Abaddon, and in Greek he is called Apollyon. 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

The “locusts plague” of Joel 2:30 – Blood, fire, and billows of smoke will designate the day of the Lord.   

Metaphors?  Crowns: earthly victors, human face/hair: intelligence and human imitation, lion: fierce 

appetites, breastplates: invincibility 
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THE FIFTH TRUMPET (9:1–11) 

 The events are given considerable explanation, implying that this is a most important step in God’s 

progressive and increasing judgments on the earth. Because of the he in verse 2 and “king” in verse 11, 

the star that fell to the earth was a person rather than a fragment of a star (Isa. 14:12–17; Luke 10:18). This 

star, probably representing Satan cast out of heaven at the beginning of the Great Tribulation (Rev. 

12:9), was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss (“bottomless pit,” KJV). The “Abyss” (abyssos) is the 

home of demons (Luke 8:31; Rev. 9:11; 11:7; 17:8; 20:1, 3; in Rom. 10:7 it is translated “deep”). Satan 

will be confined for a thousand years in the Abyss during the reign of Christ on earth (Rev. 20:1–3). 

o Here the star (Satan) used his key to allow demons in the Abyss to come out and afflict the earth. 

Visually this event was represented as a great smoke, darkening the sky and the sun. Out of the 

smoke came creatures called locusts with the deadly sting of scorpions. While they were harmless 

to natural vegetation and trees, they stung people who did not have the seal of God on their 

foreheads. 
 In chapter 7 the 144,000 of Israel were sealed, and protection from the plague was 

extended to all who knew the Lord in that day (cf. Eph. 1:13–14; 2 Tim. 2:19). In the Old 

Testament locusts were a fearful plague, for they were able to reduce the land to starvation 

by eating up all green vegetation (Ex. 10:12–20; Joel 1:4–7). These locusts, however, did 

not eat vegetation, but had the power to torment people for five months (Rev. 9:10). Thus 

they might be demons who appeared in the form of locusts. This is confirmed by the 

fact that they came from the Abyss, the home of demons (Luke 8:31). Their demonic 

control over people was such, however, that though the victims desired to die they could 

not take their own lives. (BKC)   

 Obviously John was describing what he saw but did not interpret each characteristic. The picture is one 

of Satan’s awesome supernatural power and the demon world especially in relation to unbelievers. 

o Unlike the previous judgments which apparently were short in time this judgment extended for 

five months. This is important as it refutes clearly the notion that all these judgments will occur 

in a brief span of time immediately before the second coming of Christ. (BKC)   

 Demons had a ruler over them whose Hebrew name is Abaddon and whose Greek name is Apollyon.  

o Both words mean “destroyer.” Though Satan is sometimes portrayed as an angel of light (2 Cor. 

11:14), here Satan and his demons are seen for what they really are, destroyers of people. This 

judgment confirms what was already intimated in preceding judgments, that the Great Tribulation, 

as Christ described it, will be a time of “great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world 

until now—and never to be equaled again” (Matt. 24:21).  (BKC)   

          
 

 

 

 

Isaiah 14:12-15   “The Fall of satan”  How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn!  

How you are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low!  13 You said in your heart, ‘I will 

ascend to heaven; above the stars of God.  I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of 

assembly in the far reaches of the north; 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make 

myself like the Most High.’  15 But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit. 

 

Luke 8:30-31 – “Legion” begged not to 

be thrown into the abyss 

God provides an opportunity for “unbelievers” to see with whom they are 

going to spend eternity.  Also, because they can’t be killed, God provides an 

opportunity for “unbelievers” to repent and be freed from this pain. 
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 Proverbs 30:27 says, "The locusts have no king." The point being, you can't wipe out a locust swarm by 

killing the king, they don't have one. Nobody can figure out where the brain power is in a locust swarm. 

So when it says here in Revelation 9:11 these “locusts” have a king, that's the Spirit's way of saying 

these aren't insects. This is not describing some historical event in the past. These locusts have a king. 

It even tells us his name, he's the angel of the abyss, the Destroyer!  (MacArthur) 

 Per Osbourne, the name of the Greek god Apollo (Apollyon) was taken from this term, and the locust 

was one of his symbols, since Apollo was the god of pestilence and plague.   

 

1 Peter 5:8-11 
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of 
all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and 
establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Revelation 9:12-21   The Sixth Trumpet – Demonic Judgments 

12 The first woe has passed; behold, two woes are still to come. 

13 Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden 

altar before God, 14 saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels 

who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” 15 So the four angels, who had been prepared for 

the hour, the day, the month, and the year, were released to kill a third of mankind. 16 The 

number of mounted troops was twice ten thousand times ten thousand; I heard their number. 17 

And this is how I saw the horses in my vision and those who rode them: they wore breastplates 

the color of fire and of sapphire and of sulfur, and the heads of the horses were like lions' 

heads, and fire and smoke and sulfur came out of their mouths. 18 By these three plagues a 

third of mankind was killed, by the fire and smoke and sulfur coming out of their mouths. 19 For 

the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails, for their tails are like serpents with 
heads, and by means of them they wound. 

20 The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their 

hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and 

wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, 21 nor did they repent of their murders or their 

sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.   

 
 

 The fourth seal (Rev. 6:7–8) resulted in a fourth of the earth’s people being killed. Here a third of the 

remainder were put to death. These two judgments alone, disregarding all intervening judgments, 

would account for the death of half the earth’s population.  

o This fact is to be taken literally as it confirms the statement by Daniel (Dan. 12:1) and the words 

of Christ (Matt. 24:21) that the Great Tribulation will be without precedent and would end in the 

death of all mankind if it were not stopped by His second coming (Matt. 24:22).   (BKC) 

 The loosing of the four angels (not the same as the four angels of 7:1) resulted in releasing an army of 200 

million … mounted troops. Most interpreters do not take the number literally, though there is good 

evidence that all other numbers in Revelation are literal.  (BKC) 

All “idols and false religions” are demons 

Christ? 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Proverbs%2030.27
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o Years ago Red China claimed to have an army of 200 million (cf. Time, May 21, 1965, p. 35). 

o Some interpreters say these millions are demons, but demons are not normally marshaled as a 

military force. The fact that John heard the number, as obviously he could not visually count 200 

million men, seems to lend credence to the concept that this is literal and predicts that an army will 

come from the East crossing the dried-up Euphrates River (16:12).  I disagree with this point of 

view.  (BKC)   

 

 Great dams have already been placed across the Euphrates 

River to divert water for irrigation so that at times the 

riverbed is dry or partially so. A large invasion from the East 

and North in the end times is predicted in Daniel 11:44.    

(BKC)  Pictured to the left is the Ataturk dam in Turkey.   
 

 

 Per MacArthur, these four [demon angels] are apparently in charge of a massive demon horde. Not those 

on the earth, not those who have been up in space battling angels who now, according to Revelation 12, 

have been cast down to the earth, not those who have come pouring up the shaft of the pit described in the 

first part of chapter 9. Here's a whole new group...a whole new horde of demons controlled by these four 

who are bound by God. 

o The Euphrates, according to Genesis, Deuteronomy and Joshua, was also the eastern boundary 

of the Promised Land. It was also the eastern boundary of the Roman Empire which is to be 

restored and revived at this time under the Antichrist. It is the place where the city of Babylon is, 

and you will remember in Revelation 17 and Revelation 18 both the final form of world religion 

and the final form of world economy are called Babylon. These could well be the very demons 

who controlled Babylon of old, who controlled Medo-Persia of old, who controlled Greece of 

old, who controlled the Roman Empire of old.  

 Interestingly enough in Daniel, just a brief note, in Daniel 10:13 "The prince of the kingdom 

of Persia was withstanding me for twenty one days..." that's a demon who was leading 

Persia from the satanic vantage point and Michael had to go and get him out of the way. 

Down in Daniel 10:20, "Do you understand why I came to you, I am now going to return 

to fight against the prince of Persia so I am going forth and behold the prince of Greece is 

about to come."  

 So you can see that there were demons associated with these various great empires 

with Persia, with Greece, certainly with Babylon and certainly with Rome and it 

may well be that those four great world empires had four great demonic powers 

over them and these are they. And they've been held prisoner. 

       

    

Babylon Persia Greece Rome 
 

 Per Baker, this is an emphatic “oude metenosean ek” (not repent of), for this is the only place in the book 

where “oude” (not) negates a verb.  When “oude” (not) does so, it usually means “not even,” thus it is best 

to translate this phrase as “refused to repent.” 

Demonic “princes” 

of Babylon, Persia, 

Greece and Rome? 
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 Though the judgment was devastating and obviously from God, it did not bring men to repentance, and 

they continued to worship demons and their representation in idols and kept on murdering and 

participating in the occult (magic arts, pharmakeiōn, from which is derived “pharmacies”; cf. Gal. 5:20; 

Rev. 18:23; 21:8; 22:15), their sexual immorality, and thievery. 

o The trumpet judgments clearly grew in a crescendo, becoming worse and more devastating. In 

spite of the clear evidence of God’s power to judge the world, no evidence was given John that 

there would be any change of heart on the part of the great mass of humanity. Though the sixth 

judgment produced fear, it did not produce repentance.  (BKC)   

 Per Baker, in spite of absolute proof of both the omnipotence of God and the hatred of the false gods for 

their followers, evil people do not repent but reject God’s offer and return again to worship the very evil 

powers that had just tortured and killed so many of them. 

o Baker quotes Mounce: “Past the point of no return, they respond to greater punishment with 

increased rebellion. Such is “sinful nature” untouched and unmoved by the mercies of God.”  There 

could be no more tragic picture of human depravity.   

o Baker quotes Kiddle:  God is in control and directs the entire event.  By exhausting every attempt 

to bring the nations to a better mind, God demonstrates His sovereignty, vindicates His holiness, 

and justifies His final sentence of doom. 

 Per MacArthur, John mentions “sorceries. Interesting word in the Greek, pharmakeia from which we get 

pharmacy, pharmaceutics, drugs. This is a word that is bigger than just drugs, although it literally could 

be translated “druggings.” Whatever it is that they use to dull their senses, whatever it is that they use to 

induce their satanic worship, whatever impure occultic practices they use to get in deep to their witchcraft, 

drunkenness, drugs, séances, hypnotism, incantations, mystic mantras, whatever induces their 

religious experience, cavorting with mediums, spirits and the deceptions of Satan. They're not about 

to let go of that. That, too, will be rampant. We see that coming, don't we, in the New Age?” 

 

                                                                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Magic was a major problem for early Christianity.  One of the signs of victory over paganism occurred 

when the sorcerers at Ephesus burned their magic scrolls in public (Acts. 19:19).  Paul listed “idolatry 

and witchcraft” together as “acts of the sinful nature” (Gal. 5:19-20), for most acts of “sorcery” occurred 

in the atmosphere of idolatrous worship.  (Osbourne) 

 

Ezekiel 33:11 says, "God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked." I suppose that's why there 

are over 600 warnings in Scripture about hell. God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked, He is not 

willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9).   He is always eager to 

warn the lost about judgment to come, even in the midst of the activities of judgment in the day of the 

Lord.  (MacArthur) 

Demonic “princes” of Babylon, Persia, 

Greece and Rome? 

 
The final offer of God’s salvation is rejected and refused by unbelievers. 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezekiel%2033.11
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiu2sq6ydnJAhUC2SYKHWxSAJgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.bible-history.com/babylonia/BabyloniaThe_Euphrates_River.htm&psig=AFQjCNESTmaPnXKL5dPPxoweUegNwXm5YA&ust=1450121410948440


201 
 

      
 

       
 

 Per Baker, by definition, idolatry is turning an earthly thing into a god and worshiping it rather than 

God of creation.  Whatever we place ahead of God in our lives is our idol.  Therefore, the modern world 

is replete with idols; money, possessions, power, pleasure, sex, success, fame, drugs, shopping, etc.     

These are tools of Satan and there are countless stories of how these things have tortured and killed 

those who pursue them.   

 

Addendum:  Rev. 8:13 – “Angel” or “Eagle” 

Many late manuscripts (P 1 680 2059 2060 2081 2186 et al.) read “angelou” instead of “aetou”   However, the 

manuscript evidence in favor of “aetou” (א (Aleph) designates Codex Sinaiticus which is a fourth century manuscript 
[330 -360], A 046 most minuscules and TR) is very strong and diverse, and that is the more likely reading.   

 

Thanks to the Ryrie Study Bible, MacArthur Study Bible – (MSB), The ESV Study Bible, The Bible Knowledge Commentary – John Walvoord – Dallas Theological – 
(BKC), Brent Slater – pastor – Highland Park Baptist Church (Slater), The New American Commentary – Paige Patterson (NAC), Thru the Bible with J. Vernon 

McGee, Baker Exegetical Commentary on Revelation – Grant Osbourne – Trinity Evangelical Divinity School – NT Professor (Baker/Osbourne), Has the Church 

Replaced Israel? – Michael Vlach (Vlach), Don Guthrie “The Lamb in the Structure of the Book of Revelation,” Vox Evangelica 12, (1981), Teacher’s Bible 
Commentary – Coble (Teacher’s), Revelation - Holman – Easley (Easley), The New International Greek Testament Commentary – The Book of Revelation – G. K. 

Beale – professor of NT and Biblical Theology at Westminster Theological Seminary – (Beale), Revelation for Today – N.W. Hutchings (Hutchings), Henry Morris – 

The Revelation Record 

 

T 

 א

The fifth and sixth trumpet judgments reveal the false “morally good” and “religious” traits of the deceiver 

Satan.  His true nature as a “destroyer” are graphically revealed with these judgments.  God doesn’t need to 

instruct Satan’s demons regarding their task; they naturally perform them.   

Roman Empire 
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Questions from the Tables  

 

 

Will we know our family and friends in heaven?  I believe we will.    

2 Samuel 12:23:  David declares he will see his dead infant son again.       

Luke 16:19-31:  Abraham, Lazarus, and the rich man are all 

recognizable.   The rich man “remembers” his five brothers and wants to 

warn them about hell.                                                                                      

Matthew 17:3-4:  Jesus (in his glory), Elijah and Moses are 

recognizable.                                                                                        

John 20:16:  People recognized Jesus after His death.             

Revelation 6:10:  Tribulation saints “know” they were martyred.              

. 

 

Once a person receives the “mark of the beast” in Revelation 13, 

can she still receive Christ as her Savior?  Is she doomed to hell?   

In Revelation 14:9-11, an angel declares that everyone who worships 

the beast and bears his mark on their body will drink the wrath of God 

and suffer forever.  Frankly, these verses are one of the most terrifying 

passages in Scripture.  I believe, however, that a gracious God will 

allow a person to repent after receiving the beast’s mark.  Millions will 

be coming to the Lord during this time.  How can this happen if all have 

the mark?  Practically speaking, some people will receive the “mark” 

without worshiping the beast.  People will need the “mark” to survive.  

Can “satan-worshipers” repent and receive Christ as their Savior?    

When do people get the “mark?”                                                                                     

Is it an issue of having the “mark,” or worshiping satan?                                                                               

In the Tribulation, can people receive the “mark” while not worshiping 

the antichrist?                                                                                          . 

Discussion Questions 

1. Do you really believe God hears your prayers?  

2. How can a loving God impart such horrible judgments? 

3. Can you share the gospel and give your personal testimony is 2 minutes?  Why not?  Practice makes 

perfect!  What is the Gospel?  Read Romans 3:23, 6:23, 5:8 and 10:9.   

4. After the horrible judgment of the sixth trumpet, why do people still reject God?  What do these 

unbelievers value? 

5. What did you learn today that helped you with your walk with Christ? 

6. Do you have any questions? 

Final Thought 

In the Lord’s Prayer (Matt.6:10), Christ enjoined his disciples to pray “Your Kingdom come.”  In Rev. 8:1, He 

tells us that all of heaven participates in that prayer, longing for the final judgments to usher in God’s eternal kingdom.  

As in the “hallelujah choruses” of Rev. 19:1-8, these judgments are also the cause of worship.  The thought of God’s 

final victory over the forces of evil should produce in us both anticipation and prayer. (Osbourne) 


