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The Book of Revelation (“apokalupis” – unveil) is important because it is the last inspired book of the Bible 

to be written and is rightly positioned as the New Testament’s final book. As the New Testament opens with the 

four Gospels relating to the first coming of Christ, so the Book of Revelation closes the New Testament with the 

general theme of the second coming of Christ. The Book of Revelation is also the climax of many lines of 

revelation running through both Testaments, and it brings to conclusion the revelation of many prophecies yet 

to be fulfilled.  (BKC) 

 

                                                                                                                     Rev. 19 
                                                                                                                Second Coming                  Rev. 21-22 
                                                                                                                 of Jesus Christ                 New Heavens 
                                                                                                                                                           and New Earth 
 
                                                               Anti-Christ betrays Israel and sets 
   Glory of Christ                                                     up world rule 
 
  
      
 
                                          Rapture                        7 year Tribulation            1,000 year Millennial  
                                     of the Church                                                              Reign of Jesus on Earth 
                                                                                                                                           Rev. 20 

Rev. 1     Rev. 2-3     Rev. 4-5     Rev. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 

Revelation 19:6-10                          The Marriage Supper of the Lamb 

6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters 

and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,“Hallelujah!  For the Lord our God 

the Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the 

Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was granted her to clothe herself 
with fine linen, bright and pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 
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Revelation 19:11-16                               Second Coming of Christ 

11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful 

and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, 

and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. 
13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of 

God. 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on 

white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, 

and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 

God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and 

Lord of lords. 

     …  

 

Revelation 19:17-21                       The Great Supper of God at Armageddon 

Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds 

that fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, 18 to eat the flesh of kings, 

the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men …20 And the beast was captured, and with it the 

false prophet … These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. 21 And 

the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, 

and all the birds were gorged with their flesh. 
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The following verses are among the most controversial in Revelation. Responsible scholars disagree 

regarding the meaning of the “thousand years.”  Per the BKC, the three main views are represented by:  

(1) Premillennialists (those who believe Christ will return “pre” [before] the millennium) think that this 

thousand years (Latin, millennium) is a future time of great peace and justice, which is usually thought to be a 

literal 1,000-year period that will begin when Christ returns to reign on earth as a physically present King, and 

which will include resurrected believers reigning with him.  

2) Postmillennialists (those who believe that Christ will return “post” [after] the millennial period) think 

that before Christ returns to earth the gospel will spread and triumph so powerfully that societies will be 

transformed and peace and justice will reign on earth for a thousand years (or for a long period of time), after 

which Christ will return for the final judgment.  

(3) Amillennialists (those who hold an “a” [non-literal] millennial view) think this thousand years is the 

same period as this present church age, and that there will be no future “millennium” before Christ returns 

for the final judgment.  

Related to this is the question of whether the thousand years are to be interpreted literally (most 

premillennialists hold this view) or symbolically (most postmillennialists and amillennialists and some 

premillennialists hold this view). Those holding each view read John’s millennial vision in terms of their 

understanding of other biblical texts and their approach to prophetic literature as a whole. (ESV) 

Premillennialists (Pretribulation) 

                                                 

 

 

 

Postmillennialists  

                                                 

 

 

 

Amillennialists  

                                                 

 

Church Age  7 Year Tribulation 

 Literal 1,000 Year Millennium 

Kingdom on Earth Ruled by Jesus 

Cross Rapture of 

the Church 

2nd Coming 

of Jesus 

Church Age  

 

1,000 Year Millennium – Increasing “Good” 

Cross 2nd Coming 

of Jesus 

 

Symbolic 1,000 Year Millennium – Present Church Age  

Cross 2nd Coming 

of Jesus 



293 
 

Revelation 20:1-3                                    The Thousand Year Millennium 

Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the 

bottomless pit and a great chain. 2 And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the 

devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it 

and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand 
years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while. 

          

 Some people believe the angel in verse 1 is Michael the archangel.  Michael is described as one of the 

chief angels (Daniel 10:13) and has contended with the devil before (Jude 1:9).   

 The bottomless pit or Abyss is mentioned 7 times in Revelation (9:1, 9:2, 9:11, 11:7, 17:8, 20:1, and 

20:3) and is always referred to as a place of imprisoned demons/devil.   
o Some demons performed such egregious sins that God has incarcerated them into this pit. 

 2 Peter 2:4 

 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into [Tartarus] and 
committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment; 

 Jude 1:6 

 And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their 
proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment 
of the great day 

o Demons fear going to the “Abyss.” 
 Luke 8:30-31  

 Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many demons 
had entered him. 31 And they begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss.  

o The severity of the fifth trumpet judgment is understood when one understands the vile, 

violent and vicious nature of the demons relegated to the “bottomless pit.”  Satan was given the 

key to the “pit” and released some these demons to torture humankind for five months.   

 Revelation 9:1-3 

 …he was given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. 2 He opened the shaft of the 
bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose smoke like the smoke of a great furnace, and the 
sun and the air were darkened with the smoke from the shaft. 3 Then from the smoke 
came locusts on the earth, and they were given power like the power of scorpions of the 
earth. 

 The dragon is identified as the ancient serpent … the devil and Satan.  The dragon’s being bound 

with a great chain and thrown into the bottomless pit, which is shut and sealed, symbolizes God’s 
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restriction of Satan’s ability to inflict harm for a long but limited era. God’s purpose is that Satan might 

not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended.  

 Per the NAC, the multiplying of names for Satan is doubtless an attempt not only to identify him clearly 

but to do so in a way that establishes the consummate evil of his being.   

 

Dragon 13 times in Revelation 

Serpent Genesis 3:1-6, 2 Cor. 11:3 

Devil (“diabolos” – slanderer)  He is 

the accuser of the brethren (Rev. 12:10) 

34 times in the New Testament 

Satan (“satanas” – adversary)  He is 

the father of lies (John 8:44) 

53 times in the Bible, 36 times 

in the New Testament 

Lucifer (Latin for Hebrew“day star”) Isaiah 14:12 

The Gospels refer to Satan as “tempter” (Matt. 4:3), “ruler of demons” (Matt. 9:34; 12:24; Mark 3:22; 

Luke 11:15), “evil one” (Matt. 13:38), “enemy” (Matt. 13:39), “the father of lies” (John 8:44), “a murderer” 

(John 8:44), and “ruler of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11).  

Paul referred to him as “the god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4), “the prince of the powers of the air” (Eph. 

2:2), “the ruler of the darkness of this age” (Eph. 6:12); and “tempter” (1 Thess. 3:5). Paul warned the 

Corinthians that Satan may appear as an “angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14).  

In the General Epistles he is referred to as “an adversary” (1 Pet. 5:8) and “the evil one” (1 John 5:19). 

Revelation refers to him as “one who deceives” (Rev. 12:9), and “an accuser” (Rev. 12:10)   (Holman Illustrated 

Bible Dictionary) 

 Premillennialists read this as predicting a complete removal of Satan from the earth during a future 

golden age (a “millennium”) of social righteousness, international peace, and physical well-being, with 

Christ reigning on earth. They argue that the phrases “shut it” and “sealed it over him” picture a 

removal of Satan from the earth too complete to represent the current age.  (ESV) 

 Many passages speak of the second coming of Christ being followed by a reign of righteousness on 

earth (Pss. 2; 24; 72; 96; Isa. 2; 9:6–7; Isaiah 11–12; 63:1–6; 65–66; Jer. 23:5–6; 30:8–11; Dan. 2:44; 

7:13–14; Hosea 3:4–5; Amos 9:11–15; Micah 4:1–8; Zeph. 3:14–20; Zech. 8:1–8; 14:1–9; Matt. 19:28; 

25:31–46; Acts 1:9, 15:16–18; Rom. 11:25–27; Jude 14–15; Rev. 2:25–28; 19:11–20:6).  (BKC) 

Isaiah 11:6-9  The Prophet Isaiah Foretells of the Millennium around 700 B.C. 

      The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the 

lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their 

young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  8 The nursing child shall play over the 

hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 9 They shall not hurt or destroy in 

all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

Acts 1:6  The Disciples Questioned Jesus about the coming “Millennial Kingdom” 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to 

them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 
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Revelation 20:4-6   The Thrones of the Millennium  

4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was 

committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and 

for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not 

received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ 

for a thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were 

ended. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first 

resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of 

Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years. 

… …  

 John apparently was not told the identity of the individuals seated on the thrones. They evidently do not 

include the martyred dead themselves.  

o Christ had predicted (Luke 22:29–30) that the 12 disciples would “eat and drink at My table in 

My kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the 12 tribes of Israel.” As the disciples are also a part of 

the church, the body of Christ, it would be natural for them to sit on these thrones.  (BKC) 

 A distinction should be made between what John saw and what he received as revelation. Though he 

could see the souls, he was informed that they had been beheaded because they had refused to worship 

the beast or his image and would not receive his mark.  

o What John saw was not all the souls in heaven but a particular generation of martyred dead who 

had been contemporaneous with the world ruler, the beast out of the sea (13:1). 

 If the church were raptured prior to this event, as premillenarians teach, it would make 

sense to single out these martyred dead for resurrection.  

 But if the church were not raptured, it would be most unusual to ignore all the martyrs of 

preceding generations, the church as a whole, and to specify this relatively small group.   

 John stated that these martyred dead came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand 

years. Their coming to life suggests that they will be given resurrected bodies. In 

addition to receiving the visual revelation, John was informed as to the meaning and 

character of the judgment that was here taking place. (BKC) 

 As the context which follows indicates, “the first resurrection” (vv. 5–6) contrasts with the last 

resurrection (vv. 12–13), which is followed by “the second death” (vv. 6, 14). It is first in the sense of 

before. All the righteous, regardless of when they are raised, take part in the resurrection which is first or 

before the final resurrection (of the wicked dead) at the end of the Millennium.  

o This supports the conclusion that the resurrection of the righteous is by stages. Christ was “the 

Firstfruits” (1 Cor. 15:23),  

o [then] by the token resurrection of a number of saints (Matt. 27:52–53).  
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o Then will occur the Rapture of the church, which will include the resurrection of dead church 

saints and the translation of living church saints (1 Thes. 4:13–18).  

o The resurrection of the two witnesses will occur in the Great Tribulation (Rev. 11:3, 11).  

o Then the resurrection of the martyred dead of the Great Tribulation will occur soon after 

Christ returns to earth (20:4–5).  

o To these may be added the resurrection of Old Testament saints which apparently will also 

occur at this time, though it is not mentioned in this text (cf. Isa. 26:19–21; Ezek. 37:12–14; Dan. 

12:2–3).  (BKC) 

Revelation 20:7-10                                    The Defeat of Satan 

7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and 

will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, 

to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. 9 And they marched up over 

the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but 

fire came down from heaven and consumed them, 10 and the devil who had deceived them was 

thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they 
will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

           

 John was told what would happen at the conclusion of the thousand years. Satan will be released 

from the Abyss, his prison, and will make a final attempt to induce nations—called Gog and 

Magog—to come and battle with him against Christ. Satan’s release will produce a worldwide 

rebellion against the millennial reign of Christ. The armies will be so vast in numbers that they are 

said to be like the sand on the seashore.  (BKC) 
 Apart from frequent mention of the thousand years, no details are given concerning the reign of Christ 

on earth except that it is a time of great blessing. Many Old Testament passages supply additional 

information about the Millennium.  (BKC) 
 Who are these who will follow Satan?  

o Those who survive the Tribulation will enter the Millennium in their natural bodies, and they 

will bear children and repopulate the earth (Isa. 65:18–25).  
 Isaiah 65:21-24 

They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 They 
shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a 
tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 23 

They shall not labor in vain or bear children for calamity, for they shall be the offspring of the 
blessed of the LORD, and their descendants with them. 
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o Under ideal circumstances in which all know about Jesus Christ (cf. Jer. 31:33–34), many will 

outwardly profess faith in Christ without actually placing faith in Him for salvation. The 

shallowness of their professions will become apparent when Satan is released. The multitudes 

who follow Satan are evidently those who have never been born again in the millennial 

kingdom.  (BKC) 
o Per MacArthur, though the initial inhabitants of the millennial kingdom will all be redeemed or 

“saved” [human] individuals, they will possess a sinful nature.  Each successive generation 

throughout the thousand years will be made of sinners in need of salvation.  Many will come to 

saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 But amazingly, despite the personal rule of Christ on earth, despite the most moral 

society the world will even know, many others will love their sin and reject Christ 

(Romans 8:7). 
 When Satan is loosed, he will provide the cohesive supernatural leadership needed to 

bring to the surface all the latent sin and rebellion left in the universe. He will pull 

together all the rebels, revealing the true character and intent of those Christ-rejecting 

sinners and making it evident that God’s judgment on them is just.   

 Satan’s desperate wickedness and violent hatred of God and Christ will not be 

altered by his thousand years of imprisonment in the “abyss.”  When he is 

released, he will immediately set about fomenting his final act of rebellion.   
 Even utopian conditions of the Millennium will not change the sad reality of human 

depravity.  As they did during His incarnational presence of earth.  That is not 

surprising, since even the perfect conditions of the Garden of Eden were not sufficient to 

keep sinless Adam and Eve from rebelling against God.   
o The issue of salvation is never the lack of information (Romans 1:18-

20); it is the love of sin (John 3:19).   
 The question has been raised as to whether [the Gog and Magog] war is the same one discussed in 

Ezekiel 38–39, where Gog and Magog are also mentioned (Ezek. 38:2). These are two different battles, 

for in the war of Ezekiel 38–39 the armies come primarily from the north and involve only a few 

nations of the earth. But the battle in Revelation 20:7–9 will involve all nations, so armies will come 

from all directions. 
o Furthermore nothing in the context of Ezekiel 38–39 is similar to the battle in Revelation, as 

there is no mention of Satan or of millennial conditions. In Revelation 20:7 the context clearly 

places the battle at the end of the Millennium, whereas the Ezekiel battle takes place in 

connection with end-time events. 
o Why then is the expression “Gog and Magog” used by John? The Scriptures do not explain 

the expression. In fact it can be dropped out of the sentence without changing the meaning. In 

Ezekiel 38 Gog was the ruler and Magog was the people, and both were in rebellion against 

God and were enemies of Israel. It may be that the terms have taken on a symbolic meaning 

much as one speaks of a person’s “Waterloo,” which historically refers to the defeat of 

Napoleon at Waterloo, Belgium, but has come to represent any great disaster. Certainly the 

armies here come in the same spirit of antagonism against God that is found in Ezekiel 38. 
 The armies will surround the camp of God’s people, the city He loves. This could mean only 

Jerusalem, which will be the capital of the world government of Christ throughout the millennial 

kingdom (cf. Isa. 2:1–5). The result is immediate judgment. Fire will come down from heaven and 

devour them. 
o In contrast with Ezekiel 38, there is no mention of earthquake, hail, or other disasters. The only 

similarity is that in both cases there is fire from heaven, a frequent method of divine 

judgment on the earth (cf. Gen. 19:24; Ex. 9:23–24; Lev. 9:24; 10:2; Num. 11:1; 16:35; 26:10; 1 

Kings 18:38; 2 Kings 1:10, 12, 14; 1 Chron. 21:26; 2 Chron. 7:1, 3; Ps. 11:6; etc.). 
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 After Satan’s followers will be destroyed, he will be thrown into the lake of burning sulfur. Being 

cast into the lake that was prepared for him and his angels is the final judgment on Satan (cf. Matt. 

25:41). Most significant as a support of the doctrine of eternal punishment is the concluding 

statement, They will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  
o The word “they” includes the devil, the beast, and the false prophet. The lake of burning sulfur is 

not annihilation, for the beast and false prophet are still there a thousand years after they 

experienced their final judgment (Rev. 19:20).  (BKC) 
 Per the NAC, inevitably this raises the question of the justice of eternal punishment…Christians ae 

widely believed to be almost sadistic in anticipating eternal punishment for most…  Part of what it 

means to be created in the “image of God” is to have indestructibility or immortality as a part of 

what it means to be a spiritual being.  A choice is made as to whether one wishes to be associated with 

God or to be left to one’s own prowess.  The New Testament makes clear that originally hell was not 

made for humans but for the Devil and his angels (Matt. 25:41); but for those who do not choose the 

Lord, there is no other alternative.  The lake of burning sulfur referred to by the Lord as Gehenna is the 

place where those who reject the Lord are tormented day and night.  

Matthew 25:41 

Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 

and his angels. 

Revelation 20:11-13                                 The Great White Throne Judgment 

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence 

earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and 

small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, 

which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, 

according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and 

Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according 
to what they had done.  

 

 The final five verses of chapter 20 introduce the judgment at the end of human history and the beginning 

of the eternal state. John wrote, I saw a great white throne. The events here described clearly follow the 

thousand years of verses 1–6. The great white throne apparently differs from the throne mentioned more 

than 30 times in Revelation beginning with 4:2.  
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o It apparently is located neither in heaven nor earth but in space, as suggested by the statement, 

Earth and sky fled from His presence, and there was no place for them.  

o It is not indicated who sits on this throne, but probably it is Christ Himself as in 3:21 (cf. Matt. 

19:28; 25:31; John 5:22; 2 Cor. 5:10—though the throne in these references is not necessarily the 

same throne as in Rev. 20:11).  

 While Christ is now seated on the throne in heaven and will be seated on the Davidic throne 

on earth in the Millennium (Matt. 25:31), this white throne judgment is a special situation.  

 The question has been raised as to whether the earth and the starry heavens as they are today will be 

destroyed at this point in the future or will be simply restored to a new state of purity.  

o Many references in the Bible suggest that the earth and the heavens, as now known, will be 

destroyed (cf. Matt. 24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 16:17; 21:33; 2 Peter 3:10–13). This is confirmed 

by the opening statement of Revelation 21, “the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.” 

 The present universe was created like a gigantic clock which is running down, and if left 

to itself, would ultimately come to a state of complete inactivity. Inasmuch as God created 

the universe and set it in motion for the purpose of enacting the drama of sin and 

redemption, it would seem proper to begin anew with a new heaven and a new earth 

suitable for His eternal purpose and built on a different principle. The new heaven and new 

earth described in chapter 21 has no similarity to the present earth and heaven. 

 The purpose of establishing the great white throne is to judge the dead. John wrote that the dead, 

great and small, stood before the throne.  

o From other Scriptures it seems that all the righteous dead have been raised, including Old 

Testament saints, the dead of the Great Tribulation, and the church saints, the body of Christ.   

 Thus it may be assumed that verses 11–15 refer to the judgment of the wicked dead, 

who according to verse 5 would not be resurrected until after the thousand years and will 

have no part in what is called “the first resurrection.” 

 At that judgment John saw books … opened, including a book called the book of life. The text does not 

state clearly what these books are, but the first opened books may refer to human works and “the book of 

life” is the record of those who are saved (cf. 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:15; 21:27). The fact that these dead have 

not been raised before is evidence in itself that they do not have eternal life and that their judgment is a 

judgment of their works. 

o All final judgments deal with works, whether the works of Christians rewarded at the judgment 

seat of Christ or the works of the unsaved which are in view here. The question of who is saved 

is determined not in heaven but in life on earth. What is revealed here is the confirmation of 

one’s destiny by means of God’s written records. 

 Some view the book of life as the record of all the living and that when the unsaved die their names are 

deleted from it. A better view is that the book is the record of those who are saved whose names were 

“written in the book of life from the creation of the world” (17:8). Regardless of which view is taken, at 

this time only the saved are in the book of life. 

 In order for the wicked dead to be judged … the sea … death, and hades will give up their dead.  

o Those who are unsaved at the time of death go immediately to a state of conscious punishment 

described in the Old Testament as sheol and in the New Testament as hades.  
o Neither sheol nor hades ever refer to the eternal state and should not be considered equivalent to 

the English word “hell,” which properly is the place of eternal punishment.  

 The lake of fire (vv. 14–15) referred to as “the fiery lake of burning sulfur” (19:20) is the 

same as “gehenna” (cf. Matt. 5:22, 29–30; 10:28; 18:9; 23:15, 33; Mark 9:43, 45, 47; Luke 

12:5; James 3:6) and is translated “hell” in the NIV and KJV with the word “fire” added 

in several passages.  
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 Actually “gehenna” was originally a name for the place of burning refuse, located in the 

Valley of Hinnom south of Jerusalem. The term, however, goes far beyond this geographic 

background and refers to eternal punishment. 

 The statement “death and hades gave up the dead” means that the physical bodies of the unsaved will be 

joined with their spirits which have been in hades. The mention of “the sea” giving up its dead makes it 

clear that regardless of how far a body has disintegrated, it will nevertheless be resurrected for this 

judgment. 

Revelation 20:14-15                            The Destiny of Unbelievers – Lake of Fire  

14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the 

lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown 
into the lake of fire. 

 Following the great white throne judgment death and hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The 

lake of fire is the second death, the final destination of the wicked. The doctrine of eternal punishment 

has always been a problem to Christians who enjoy the grace of God and salvation in Christ. The Bible 

is clear, however, that the punishment of the wicked is eternal. This is confirmed in verse 10, where the 

beast and the false prophet are still in the lake of fire after the thousand years of Christ’s millennial 

reign. Though the wicked dead will receive resurrection bodies, they will be quite unlike the resurrection 

bodies of the saints. The former people will continue to be sinful but will be indestructible and will exist 

forever in the lake of fire. 

Though many have attempted to find some scriptural way to avoid the doctrine of eternal punishment, as far as 

biblical revelation is concerned there are only two destinies for human souls; one is to be with the Lord and the 

other is to be forever separated from God in the lake of fire. This solemn fact is motivation for carrying the 

gospel to the ends of the earth whatever the cost, and doing everything possible to inform and challenge people 

to receive Christ before it is too late.  (BKC) 

 

The Bridge Illustration  (Romans Road)       How do I get my name in the Book of Life? 

Romans 3:23   For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God... 

Romans 6:23   For the wages of sin is death… 

Hebrews 9:27  Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment. 

1 Peter 3:18  For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He 

was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 

Romans 5:8   But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

John 3:16   For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 

not perish but have eternal life. 

Romans 10:9-10   If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised 

him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is 

with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 

John 5:24    Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and 

will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 
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The Christian’s “job” is to inform an individual of the teachings of the Bible, it is an individual’s job to listen 

and respond to the message of Jesus Christ. 

                           

Inherited Sin and Depravity of Man  

Inherited Sin   The guilt and sinful state into which all people are born through Adam.  This is also known as 

Original Sin and Sin Nature.   

Romans 5:12:  Therefore, just as  sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so 

death spread to all men because all sinned.”   

1 Corinthians 15:22:  “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.”   

Psalm 51:5 – brought forth in iniquity 

Psalm 58:3 – wicked error from birth 

Ephesians 2:3 – by nature children of wrath 

Ryrie says that total depravity is…. Man fails the test of pleasing God.  This failure is total in that it affects 

all aspects of man’s being and it affects all people.  Negatively, the concept of total depravity does not mean 

that every person has exhibited his depravity as thoroughly as he or she could; or that sinners do not have a 

conscience concerning God; or that sinners will indulge in every form of sin; or that depraved people do not 

perform actions that are “good” in the sight of others and even in God’s sight.  Positively, total depravity means 

that corruption extends to every facet of man’s nature and that there is nothing in anyone that can 

commend him to a righteous God! 

 

Romans 

10:9-10 
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Questions From the Tables  

 

Since the pre-tribulation view of the Rapture has the “Holy Spirit indwelt” 

Church going to heaven, will the Holy Spirit be present in the tribulation?  

 

          Yes, the involvement of the Holy Spirit is essential regarding people coming 

to salvation in Christ.  The Holy Spirit regenerates the soul of the believer at 

conversion (Titus 3:5, Matthew 19:28, John 3:5).  Regeneration is the divine act of 

begetting eternal life in any person who has accepted Jesus Christ as their personal 

Lord and Savior.  Regeneration creates a “new nature” (2 Corinthians 5:17) that 

allows a person to serve righteousness.  The believer is “born again” (John 3:5) with 

a new spiritual birth that transforms both life (2 Corinthians 3:6) and spirit and 

provides the believer the spiritual means to live the Christian life. 

 

 

Do aborted babies go to heaven?  Even “day old” fetuses?   

 

Yes, life begins at conception – Psalm 139:13-16, Jeremiah 1:5.  I believe all 

children, before the “age of accountability” (that time when a child is morally aware 

of the difference between right and wrong) will go to heaven.  If you want a Bible 

verse study regarding this matter, e-mail me at J.King@Weldaloy.com and I will 

send it to you for the low price of $19.99, if you order before midnight tonight!  

Hurray, supplies are limited!  The name of the study:  Do Babies go to Heaven? 

 

In your explanation of the Jewish courtship, could the first stage of “betrothal” 

be the time when a believer comes to faith, instead of eternity past? 

 

Possibly….yet, I would affirm the teaching that “eternity past” is represented here.  

Per John MacArthur, betrothal was done between two parents. It was a contract that 

they drew up between themselves, pledging their children to one another in 

marriage. And I noted for you that very often it was made before the children were 

ever born because it was more important for those days and those people to select a 

family than it was an individual. And so we can see the betrothal in the ancient 

marriage as being somewhat of an illustration of the Lord choosing His own bride 

before the foundation of the world. Before we were ever born He had already made 

a covenant with God the Father to take us as His bride. 

 

 

Rev. 19:10b – “For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”  Does 

“prophecy” have to relate to the revelation of Jesus? 

The primary themes of OT and NT prophecy relates to Jesus Christ!  Per John 

Walvoord (President of Dallas Theological Seminary from 1952-1986), ….For the 

testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, that is, the very nature or purpose of 

prophecy is to testify of Jesus Christ and to bring glory to Him. In the present Age 

one of the special functions of the Holy Spirit is to glorify Christ and to inform 

believers of “what is yet to come” (John 16:13). The tremendous revelation in the first 

10 verses of Revelation 19 is a fitting introduction to what is about to be revealed, the 

second coming of Jesus Christ, the subject of the entire book (1:1).  (BKC) 

 

 

2 Thess. 2:7 – For the 

mystery of lawlessness 

is already at work. Only 

he who now restrains it 

will do so until he is out 

of the way.   

 

Thanks to the ESV Study Bible (ESV), the MacArthur Study Bible (MacArthur), the Ryrie Study Bible (Ryrie), 

the Bible Knowledge Commentary – John Walvoord (BKC), the New American Commentary – Paige Patterson 

(NAC), the Believer’s Study Bible (BSB), Revelation 8-22: An Exegetical Commentary – Thomas (Thomas) 

 


