
    

Some early references to the Philistines in the Old Testament  

  

Genesis 21:34 

And Abraham stayed in the land of the Philistines for a long time. 

  
Genesis 26:1 

[ Isaac and Abimelek ] Now there was a famine in the land—besides the previous 

famine in Abraham’s time—and Isaac went to Abimelek king of the Philistines in 

Gerar. 

  
Genesis 26:14 

He [Abraham] had so many flocks and herds and servants that 

the Philistines envied him. 

  
Genesis 26:15 

So all the wells that his father’s servants had dug in the time of his father Abraham, 

the Philistines stopped up, filling them with earth. 

  
Genesis 26:18 

Isaac reopened the wells that had been dug in the time of his father Abraham, 

which the Philistines had stopped up after Abraham died, and he gave them the 

same names his father had given them. 

  
Judges 10:6-8 

[ Jephthah ] Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD. They served the 

Baals and the Ashtoreths, and the gods of Aram, the gods of Sidon, the gods of 

Moab, the gods of the Ammonites and the gods of the Philistines. And because the 

Israelites forsook the LORD and no longer served him, 7 he became angry with them. 

He sold them into the hands of the Philistines and the Ammonites, 8 who that year 

shattered and crushed them.  

 

Judges 13:1 

[ The Birth of Samson ] Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, so 

the LORD delivered them into the hands of the Philistines for forty years. 
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Judges 13:5 

You will become pregnant and have a son whose head is never to be touched by a 

razor because the boy is to be a Nazirite, dedicated to God from the womb. He will 

take the lead in delivering Israel from the hands of the Philistines.” 

  
Judges 15:20 

Samson led Israel for twenty years in the days of the Philistines. 

  
Judges 16:5 

The rulers of the Philistines went to her [Delilah] and said, “See if you can lure 

him into showing you the secret of his great strength and how we can overpower 

him so we may tie him up and subdue him. Each one of us will give you eleven 

hundred shekels of silver.” 

  
Judges 16:30 

Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” Then he pushed with all his might, 

and down came the temple on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus he killed 

many more when he died than while he lived. 

  
1 Samuel 4:9, 10 

Be strong, Philistines! Be men, or you will be subject to the Hebrews, as they 

have been to you. Be men, and fight!” 10 So the Philistines fought, and the 

Israelites were defeated and every man fled to his tent. The slaughter was very 

great; Israel lost thirty thousand foot soldiers. 

  
1 Samuel 4:17 

The man who brought the news replied, “Israel fled before the Philistines, and the 

army has suffered heavy losses. Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are 

dead, and the ark of God has been captured.” 

 

1 Samuel 5:11 

So they called together all the rulers of the Philistines and said, “Send the ark of 

the god of Israel away; let it go back to its own place, or it will kill us and our 

people.” For death had filled the city with panic; God’s hand was very heavy on it. 
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