
The Battle is the Lord's (I Samuel 17:45-47) 

"All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD 

saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands." 

(17:47) 

We often trust in our own strength, or we might feel powerless and defeated because we 

don't have any strength. Here, David articulates a basic principle of faith -- God will act on 

our behalf when we trust in him and are obedient to his voice. Other examples: 

Jonathan: "Nothing can hinder the LORD from saving, 

whether by many or by few." (1 Samuel 14:6b) 

To Jehoshaphat: "Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. 
For the battle is not yours, but God's." (2 Chronicles 20:15) 

Hezekiah: "With him is only the arm of flesh, but with us is the LORD our God to help us 
and to fight our battles." (2 Chronicles 32:8) 

 "No king is saved by the size of his army; 

no warrior escapes by his great strength.  

A horse is a vain hope for deliverance;  

despite all its great strength it cannot save.  

But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him,  

on those whose hope is in his unfailing love.... 

We wait in hope for the LORD; 

he is our help and our shield." (Psalm 33:16-18, 20) 

"I do not trust in my bow,  

my sword does not bring me victory; 

but you give us victory over our enemies, 

you put our adversaries to shame. 

In God we make our boast all day long, 

and we will praise your name forever." (Psalm 44:6-8) 

"There is no wisdom, no insight, 

no plan that can succeed against the LORD. 

The horse is made ready for the day of battle, 
but victory rests with the LORD." (Proverbs 21:30-31) 

"Yet I will show love to the house of Judah; and I will save them  

-- not by bow, sword or battle, or by horses and horsemen, but by the LORD their God." 

(Hosea 1:7) 

 "'Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' says the LORD Almighty." (Zechariah 4:6) 

"If God is for us, who can be against us? 

 ... No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us." (Romans 8:31, 37) 

 "You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, 

because the one who is in you 

is greater than the one who is in the world." (1 John 4:4) 

   


